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L'hfimme quivtve dam la So/itude, 
(Pmfanip/us et agifant moim) 
Eprove a certain age, '* le befoin 
D'ecrire."-— ■■. 

St, Floum^ par M, j>s f-^ 
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DEDICATION. 

MAJOR-GENERAL 

SIR WILLIAM MEDOWS, 

KNIGHT OF THE BATH. 



THOUGH an unauthorlfed addrefs of this 
kind, cfpecially when prefixed to To tri- 
fling a work, may have rather an impertinent 
. ihari a refpefiful appearance j yet I refleft with 
fo much pleafure on the many inftances of friend- 
fliip and civility from you and Lady Medows, 
during your refidence for feme years in our 
neighbourhood,'- that I cannot refifl the inchna- 
tion which I feel to make this publick acknow- 
ledgement of my private obligations. 

b I am 
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VI DEDICATION. 

I am no ftranger. Sir, to the delicacy of your 
feelings; and am convinced, that you would 
rather face an enemy than a fulforae panegyrift. 
I will not therefore fay in your abfence, what I 
■fliould not dare to fay if you were prefent; nor 
enlarge either on your refpeflable publick cha- 
rafter, or your many amiable private virtues ; 
and only add my cordial withes for your fafe 
return to your native country and your nume- 
rous friends; amongfl whom, though ambitious 
of that diftin£lion, I dareTiardly prefume to'claim 
a place. I will beg leave, however, to fub- 
fcribe myfelf, with fincere regard. 

Your obliged i 

and obedient 

humble fervan^ 

THE A^JHOR. 
Nov. 5th, 1792. \ 
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INTRODUCTION. 



AS curiofity feems to be the predominant 
paffion with the generality of readers, in 
this age; and as many people penifc a new book 
with as much fadsfaAion as a good book ; mere 
novelty of drefe may perhaps induce readers of 
that defctiption to perufe the folkmiagRgveries ; 
which, if they do not afford them much inftruc- 
tion, may at leaft amufe them, as they have 
done the writer, in deaf nefs and yo/i/Wf. 

As many people likewife will read z_fiort effay, 
who would be difmayed at the fight of a long 
diffcrtation or a political pamphlet j thefc Re- 
veries have alfo brevity to recommend them. 
And though the fubjefts have been treated by 
infinitely better hands, yet there are readers, 
who will comprehend a remark fet in a familiar 
light, who would be puzzled by a more abftrufc, 
though perhaps a more juft tnun of reafoning. 
B The 



..y Google 



[ » ] 

The author wifhes indeed to have thefe eflays 
confidercd in a moral, or in a mere literary, ra- 
ther than in a pelitical light. And if he has 
ventured too boldly (in the v^ojirft of them) 
to utter his opinion on what he reads in his 
** weekly Chronicle," he certainly will not en- 
ICT into a controverfy widi any man living. He 
profefles himfelf contented indeed with the pre- 
fcnt imperfi:^ ftate of human a&irs ; but \riflics 
well to tUofc who, from difinterejied, patriotic 
motives, are wilting to improve them. 

However, though he flatters himfelf that he 
is pofleffed of as much candour and philan- 
thropy as moil men, and would no more quarrel 
with any one for thinkmg difier^tly from him 
in religion or politics, than he would for his 
preferring white wine to redj yet, as a good 
'citizen, he cannot but condemn thofe turbulent 
fpirits who, without any regard to the peace of 
the community or the prefent profperous flatc 
of the kingdom, fo induifrtouOy dilTeminate 
their Utopian fyftems of government, and en- 
deavour to make their countrymen dii&tisfled 
with 
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with a conftitutioil, which, if it does not rife up 
to their ftandard of perfefiion, has confefledly 
been long the envy and admiration, not only of 
France itfelf, but of every nation in Europe.* 

If any one could produce a plan of govern- 
ment, to which five hundred different perfons 
would not make five himdred objeftions, I 
would vote for having it fubftituted in the place 
of our own. But who can liften with patience 
to complaints of tyranny and defpotifm, in this 
country, where no Ariftocrate, nor the King 
himfelf, can take a duck or a goofe from the 
meaneft-fubjefl; or commit him to the round- 
houfe, but in conformity to the laws of the land ? 
Or who does not ficken at this eternal cant 
about " civil and reUgious liberty," in an age 
when, with unparalleled indecency and outrage, 
people abufe, with impunity, the legiflative and 
execuiive powers. King, Lords and Commons? 
And where, not only religious fefts of every 
B 2 kind. 



• S« De Loline(i citizen of Geneva) his " Conftitution of 
" £ngland." 
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kind, but the profefled enemies of all religion, 
publilh unmolelled the moU virulent invectives 
againft the religion of their country? 

Yet one would imagine, irom fome outcries of 
perfecution, that a fecond Duke of Alva was 
coming with his cut-throats, to eflablilh the in- 
quifition; or tfaat the Sicilian Vefpcrs, or the 
maflacre of Saint Bartholomew, were going to 
be repeated in old England; where, however, 
*' every man fits under his own vine and his 
*' own fig-tree," or rather under the fign of 
** the bunch of grapes," or *'thebarIcy-mow;'* 
and fecurcly fmokes his pipe and talks treafon; 
and having harangued, till he is tired, on liberty 
and the " Rights of Man," goes home, and 
a£ts the tyrant in his femlly; perhaps without 
any regard to the " Rights ef Women;** or to 
the diaies of an hufband, of a fether, or of 
a mafterj to his wife, his children, or his 
domefticks. 

25th March, 1792. 

THE 
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THE REVERIES 



SOLITUDE. 



ON HEREDITARY TITLES. 

EyxaifUM NuSlTIKSt. 



' I ■'HE natural equality of mankind, whether real or 
■»■ iaiag^iiary, and the great inequality of their coa- 
didon in fodety, has been the fut^eft of complaint and ' 
of furprile, to fuperfidal oUcrvers, in all ages of the 
worid. That one man Ihould abound in wealth, and 
riot at eale in all the luxuiies of life, whilft others, with 
equal merit perhaps, are doomed to earn a fcanty fub- 
iifience by conftant labour, has been thoughi to im- 
peichthe goodae% and eventhe julticeof ProvidetKe. 

is I" 
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In like manner, the unequal rank^, and efpecially the 
hereditary honours, which have fublUkd in moft civi- 
lized nations, have been deemed liable to the fame ob- 
jeftions. That a fet of men, by the merit of their 
anceftorsj (hould be diltinguUhed by pompous titles and 
peculiar privileges, and claim the homage of thofe who 
are their fuperiors perhaps in virtue, fenfe, or learning 
has appeared equally unjuft and abfurd. 

A little reflei£iion, however, will foon clear up thefe 
difficulties; and (hew the ncceflity in the one inftance, 
and, / truj}^ the expediency at leall in the other, that it 
ftiould be fo. Not to mention, in the former cafe, the 
various talents and capacities with which men are boro} 
the indulhy, fobriety and frugality of fome men com- 
pared with the idlencfs, intemperance, and extravagance 
of others, fufliciently account for the aiQuence of the 
former, and for the unavoidable indigence of the latter. 
And what a man acquires by his labour, or faves by his 
ceconomy, (and perhaps by denying himfelf many en- 
joyments to which he was entitled) he has certainly a 
rig^t to bequeath to his delcendants. 

For a fimilar realbn, if a man, by his extraordinary 
exertions, by his courage or his wife conduct, and 
perhaps by facrificing his health, his eafe, and the cam- 
mm enjoyments of lifi^ has eminently ferved his coun- 
try. 
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tiy, and, as a reward lor fucb tranlbendent merit, hat 
been honoured vnth an illullrious tide ; it would cer- 
tainly be the h^jheft injuffice, as well as a difcour^- 
mcBt to the like exertions in others, to deprive hjs 
family of thofe honours, for wh^i fake alone perhaps 
he ao^ted <^ fo unfubAantial a recompence.* 

In the cafe k£ an hneditary fortune, indeed, we too 
often fee the liar fquander away, in vice and extrava- 
gance, the fruits of his father's induftry andfrugality: 
and if he prefers a life of poverty and fliame to one of 
credit and affluence: itishisowna:^rj he is his owa 
sufler ; and vho has a right to controul him \ 

, The 6me is applicable, it Ihoiild feem, to hereditary 
titles. If the d^cendant, by his worthlcfs candu<9^ is 
detomined to di%race hi& noble ancetlors, he renders 

fhimfelf doubly wicked and contemptible; both by 
fweivii^ from fucb bright examples, and by his pro- 
fli^ujy exhiUting fo Ihameful a contr^ to thdgji^io- 

• The ingenious Mr^.WotJflDnecroFt [Rigblt ofWemai^fapm^ 
ia equally an enemy to bere'ditarj 'Wealth and hereditary titles: 
but if a man by bis honeH induflry acquires a fortune, to wbom 
is be to leave it ; — to his own children, or to fome bmily who 
by idleneb iH' extravagance are reduced to poverty I When be 
alcribcs the corrupt ftate of fodety to the tatejual ranki into 
which it b diAinguilhed, Ihe milUkes the caufe for tbe efieA^ 
as tbevicn of fome and tbe virtues of othen will always pnx 
ducc that inequality. 
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tick ^^rtucs. Yet there does not feem to exift any power 
competent, in an tquitabU view, to deprive atatber 
gentratim of thofe honoim of which they may be more 
ifuoTtby, and even be exdted, by their very titles, taa£t 
nobly and retrieve the credit of th^ &mily. 

*^ Yes: the National AlTembly, in a nc^hbouring 
country, has not only done tjius, but has aboliftied all 
diAindtions of this kind for ever." Nay, to fecure their 
iiberty^ fo little regard has been (hewn to property of 
any kind, that diey have deprived the very pronnces of 
'A\z names wtuch they have fo long enjoyed; aiid in- 
flead of Dauphiny or Languedoc, which convey to the 
imag^ation of a foreigner the romantick: ideas of vine- 
dad hills and beautifiil foreAs, we hear of notlung but 
arithmetical divifions, diflri^, fefBons, and munici- 
palities, whidi convey no idea at tdl.* 

■ Every iEngUflimanmuA rgoice, that twenty milUiMU 
ofhisiellow-creatuFes are emancipated (romafyAemjof 
de^xitilm, which was become abfolutely intcrierable; 
and muA honour that AJlembly which aboliihed lettres 
dc 

~ * Ai for dtle» of refpcAi they fMiti to have adopted the ludl- 
cniu* part of quakerifin, without their piety or virtue. Mr. he- 
CdcDt mult laugh at being called Citizen hefident ; i* my nan 
Jdu would, if I flunild iay, CiUiea J<diBt Iving mc a glaft of 
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decachct, eflablHlied juries, and the ^: and, if they 
ar: fincere in thdr padficlc prc^elTions, " of no longer 
makii^ war for ccuiqueft," and as a proof of it would 
dnnolifh their fortifications at Cherbui^ ae they have 
done the BaAile,- all Europe would have reafon to re 
joice in their rev(dution. For every one mutl applaud 
the enraged multitude for laying <^>cn the dui^eons <tf 
the Baftile, even by violence. tlv3Ugh it was aosdentally 
attended with mutder and boodfhed. Thus far furdy 
every one muft approve of the French Revolution, 

But " there are two ways of repairii^ ai . houfe, (at 
my inan Patrick obferves) one is, to puU it down." 
As ** the welfiirc of die people is the fupreme law,"* 
they had a right perhaps, in this caf^ to redrels tbdc 
own grievances : andastherevenuesoftheClergywen : 
become enormous, they may be juftiSed perhaps in ap- 
propriating part of thofe revenues to the exigences of " 
the ftate; though they might, it fhould feem, have 
made a diHindion between the fecular and the r^ular - 
«ccleGaflicks. For though the monaAick onfers had a 
toulency to promote idlenefe rathcr''than devotion, 
die pariih-priefts weie furely a- ufeful and rdpe£table 
order of 'men. And, a fame ttHa^an. has been deemed 
bythewifeftl^liflatorsas eflentlal to the good of (bde^, 
Ido 

* Salu* popuU cA fupTcma lex. 
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I do not think thefe pliilofophers csi fiibffitute a better 
in the place of 'die CtuiAian rel^itm. Befides, as th« 
pnq)erty {^-peaceable individuals, in all commotkms, 
oi^t in policy to be hdd Jacrcd, it would certainly 
have been better- to have in^fed a temporary tax, to 
any amoulit, than to have made fiich a body of men 
hollile to fo good a caule. 

But the unitii^ the nobility and the do^in the 
fame intereft, by depriving^ the nobIel& of their titles as 
they had done the clergy of their eftates, appears to me 
an unaccountaUe meafure, equally impoliticly and un- 
juft; dioiatii^ the nobility alfo firom the cauTe of 
liberty, without the leatl apparent benefit to the publick. 
And never was Shakfpeare's remaric more a{^Iicable> 
tiian to fuch an aA of injuAice: 

" Who fteals my porfe — fteals traih — 

" 'Twas mine; 'tis his; and has been Cave to thoujaivlj; 
^ " But he who filches from me • aj gaed nam* 

" Robs me of that, which ' naught inTtehit bin,' 
. " And makes me poor indeed."— —Othello, aSt 3d. 

If the prefent noblefle made a bad ufe of their pri- 
vileges, or if titles were proftimted by yo/? to the weal- 
thy, to exempt them from thdr proportion of taxes; 
foch a fhamefiil trafiick, among many other abufes, 
might have been reformed : but why fliouM the tader 
be abolilhed ? Even 
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Even the venerable towers of the BaAile, thoD^ 
the ingenious Dr. Aildn thinks the demolilhing them 
" was a proper Sacrifice to rwovered freedom;"* yet 
afrcr the power of the crown was fo far diminiihed, 
they furely might have remamed, as a noble fpecimen of 
ancient magnificence, and an harmJefs ornament to the 
dty; and even as a terror to future monarchs, and a 
memorial that the Jirmge^ forire/s cannot rcfift the force 
of an injured and ennu;ed people.f 

I am aware of the ridicule to which I may expofe 
myfelf on this fubjeft, in fo enlightened an age, and 
Hat fuch remarks muft be treated with the utmoft con- 
tempt by the prefent prevailing iiilioni who, with, 
traly Gothick rage, feem determined to deftroy every 
monument of their ancient grandeur and of the fine 
arts: but I am one of the multitude;j and have a 
iuperftidous veneration for all other remains of anti- 
quity — as well as for antient titles. 

Without confidering our nobility, in a political light, 

as forming a necei^ry part in the fcale of fubordina- 

tion; or in their Imitative capacity, as a barrier againft 

royal 

■ Life of Howard. 

f The ptople, however, are now the tyrants ; and the wdl- 

meamng King feele the horrors of the Bajlilc for wKhing to p«i. 

take of the tiiert^ which hit fubJEdb enjoy. 

{ Unue multoram. Hok. 
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loyal influence and popular incroachments ;:{ ^ ^^"^ 
vponournolnlityasarori of hiftorical {tfnaments (like 
columns or triumphal arches) in the annals of our 
country. Without regard to party, every Engjiftiman 
muft recoiled wdth pride thofe poiods of their hiflory, 
when a Burleigh or a Clarendon, a Marlborough or 
an Orraond, a Hawlce, a Howe, or a Rodney, prefided 
in their councils, or commanded their fleets and armies ; 
as every Frenchman, notwithftanding the prefcnt rage 
for levelling all diAindtions, mud (one would imag^) 
hear with pleafure of thrir Condes and Montmorencys ; 
Arir Sullys, Vendomes, and other great names, which 
illuminate their annals. 

An aflemblage of huts and thatched cottages, Aich 
as Cxfar reprefents the towns of our Britilh ancellors, 
might ferve the purpofe of fheltering them from the 
aidemendes of the weather: but who would prefer 
fuch mean accommodations to the prelent metroppiis> 
adorned with temples, cupolas, palaces, fquares, and ex- 
changes, and other emblems of wealth and profperity ? 

This may be thought fomewhat declamatory, but it 

is confcmant to my feelings j and appears to me to be a 

natural fentiment I have an old oak, which cafts 

rather an unfriendly and even noxious Aiade over my 

kitchen 

t See BlackfioQc's Comment, b. i. p. i;j. 
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Eitdien garden; yet I cannot be prevailed on to cut 
dewn fo venerable an ornament to my old manfion^ 
notwithihnding the remonftrar.ces of the advocates fiw 
the modem taAe, 'who would reduce every thing to a 
wild, uninierd&ig leviL 

But, that I may not be thought too blindly attached 
to the Arillocracy, I muft obferve, that when a man of 
rank is weak enough to conlider birth as every-Umn^ 
and virtue as nothing; and, inAead of politenefs and 
condelcenfion, treats with unneceJTary haughtincfs and 
infolence, a man of fenfe and liberal education; much 
more when he takes advantage of his privilege to op^ 
prefs or defraud his inferiors; though even in that 
cafe, a virtuous and prudent man perhaps would only 
fmile at fuch folly* with filent difdain; yet one of lef» 
fcrupulous principles would probably return that moft 
intolerable of all injuries — contempt, with rudenefs at 
lead, if not with foine more fi^al mark of refentment 
and 



* A friead hu fuppticd me with the following jeu d'efprit ; 

which, though founded do a pun, hu fome truth in it : 

" When arou to the ptenge were granted by Iting*, 

" &i^arteri were deem'd indifpenfable thingi; 

"To enable their lordlhipsto walk uprightand fteadyi 

" For a coronet's apt to make the head giddy, 

" A tveai head, Imeaiii for it can't be denied 

" That /o/^ alone it the parent oi prUi." 
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^ and revenge. The folly of individuals, however, in anf 
rank of life, ought not to refle£l on the whole body. 

But our prdent race of nobles and even our pr-n— s 
(it has beeti laid*) are a profligate fet of jociiei and 
gamblers, extravagant and licoitious, and, (what would 
Dot be expected) ignorant and iUiterati.\ 

Tliat the age, or rather the nation in general, is ex- 
tremely dilfiilute and profiife; and that the wealthy 
brought into the kingdom by a mod extenfive com- 
merce, has produced its natural offspring, luxury and 
every fpccies of vice and extravagance, not only amongfl: 
many of our nobility, but amongll all orders and ranks 
of people, from the prince to the peafant, is greatly to 
to be lamented,]: 

But 

• Hiftoiy of the JockeyClub. 
+ I have not been much ronveriint with our nobility, yet I 
know pcrronilly fome few very young men j who, if they would 
nnite in the caufe of virtue and form a club in oppofltion to the 
lockey-Club; and inftead of drinking and gambling, would 
countenance manly converfation and temperate feftivityi I 
fliould hope, that fuch chariflera as this author — in his hiitory; 
or fucli foola as Ch. Snuh has drawn in her novel, if any fuch 
now exift, will be deemed abfolutely unnatural in the next ge- 
neration. 

% Have thefe rigid reformers themfelvea entirely efcaped the 
contagion ! and are their lives perfeftly immaculate '. 
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But (hall the vices and follies of camparativefy a few 
thoughtleis individuals, the ebullitions of youth and 
hi^ fpirits, eclipTe the luftre of a majority of great and 
virtuous characters, which conftitute that venerable, and, 
as it has always been eAeemed, that moft tinc(»nipt 
tribunal, the Houfe of Lords ? Such as, without r^;ard 
K) party, we may pronounce a Beaufort, a Portland, 
and a Richmond : a Camden and a CarMe ; a Thuriow, 
a Grenville, and a Loughborough ; and many more^ 
whom for brevity's fake alone I omit. Shall even the 
{Hivate or the publick vices, which party-rage may im- 
pute to individuals, I fay, juftify any author, in repn- 
fenting that aifembly as a pandamonium; or be a 
fofEcient plea for the attempts of diflkdsfied dema- 
gogues, to overturn the confhtution ? 

But " virtue" (it has been truly faid, and for thefe 
fifteen hundred years repeated) " virtue is the only 
true nobility,"* the only diflimSlion which renders one 
man fuperior to another — and a title, " a mere nick- 
name," and a coronet, a childith bauble, a ring of gold 
lined with cat-fkin: trifles beneath the attention of a 
wife man. 

True: but the diftin£lions, or the privileges at leaft,' 

implied by thofe baubles, and originally bellowed as 

the 

• Nobilitas fola eft atq; unic* vinus. juv. 
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the rnuards of virtue, have been thou^t no trifles by 
men of as much fenfe as Mr. PaJnc, and others who have 
n})eated thofe trite remarks : and have been adopted, 
in fome fhape or other, by the wileft naticms, as die^ 
rewards for diffinguifhed merit. 

**■ Gold and filver are the drols or fediment cS the 
earth," (as the pbilofophick Antoninus obferves*)but 
when Ifaimped by authority, they acquire, by the com- 
mon confent of mankind, a real value; and procure 
the neceflaries and conveniences of life, which ntxie 
but a cynkk or a madman would defpife. 

To condude thefe reflexions. Though I can hardly 
flatter myfelf that any perfon of rank, much lefs <^ 
princely rank^ will attend to an obfcure reduie ; yet, as 
I profels myfelf an enthuliaitick fnend to fubordination 
and to eAablilhed forms, I fincerely hope, that our 
prelent young noblemen will refled, that ^e dxmon 
of turbulence and &£tion is gone forth; and levelling 
principles are univerfally dilleminated through the 
vcsXA : and it highly concerns them to be careMf of 
their 



■(■ " The toe of the pea&nt comes fo near the heel cf tlic COUT' 
»• tier, that he g^ his kibe."— —Hamlet. 
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thdr coniiud.* All eyes are 6xed upon them, and 
they are in fome meafure accountable to the community 
for the privil^es which they enjoy; and, as they are 
Jb much elevated above their fellow-dtizens in rank, 
they (hould outfhine them in the fpJendour of their 
virtues. They have it in their power, even by their 
example, to improve the manners of the age, and to 
make frugality and fobriety faftiionable; and, by that 
means, to render their pre-eminence refpedable, aivd 
alfo lefs painful and invidious tlian it often is to their , 
inferiors. They diould refleit, that, although the 
Soverdgn can entitle them to be called noble. Virtue 
alone can make them fo. Their tides may procure 
them a forced refpeft, but good-nature and condefcen- 
£on alone can make them loved and efleemed. 

In fliort, when thofe young men can fpare a few 
months from the nodumal revels of the metropolis, 
from plundering each other like highwaymen, and with 
glactiatorial ferocity meditating each other's ruin, in 
gaming-houfes or on the turf; let them, I fay, fpend 
fome part of their time, and of their fortune, at their 
C country- 

• Nothing, I believe, has given greater offence, than the im- 
menfe fuma, i^d to be Tquandered away by fome young perfons 
of the higheft rank; but, by the firmnefs of theininiftry, a more 
(economical plan feeme to have been adopted, and the publick 
will not be further burthened on that account. 
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country-leats, amoi^ their tenants and val^s: let 
them refl^i!^ how finall a portion of thole fums, wluch 
they lavifh on unmeanii^ diflipatioh, and in " fhape- 
Ids idlcneTs," as Shaklpeare calls it, would afford them 
the heartfelt luxury of relieving the neceflitics of the 
poor, indulbrious labourers, in the neighbouring vil- 
lages :— They would then appear truly and intrinlically 
noble, and revive that ancient magnificence, and re- 
fpc^table hofpitality, (vnthout the intemperance) ior 
which our Ei^lifh nobility have, at diiiercnt periods of 
our hiAory, been lb eminently diffinguithed. 



THE SEQUEL; 



FURTHER REFLECTIONS ON THE 
EQtTAUZlNG SYSTEM. 



»TrHOUGH I acknowledge myfetf but (lightly 
■*- vcrfed in politicks, yet having alluded to the 
prdent falhicHiable theory of government, I ttwik.it 
neccffaiy to lay a few w«ds on that fubjeit. 

As 
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As I have always admired RouHcau's frt^tiit* of 
fmning the feveral flates ^ Europe into one g^wl 
confederacy, and feoiring the peace of eadi by the 
guaraatce«£ ^ whole; fo I was much pleafed with 
the fimplicity of Mr. P — ne's fyftem, as (ketched out 
in his " Rights of Man;" and if this planet of ours 
had been peopled with angels, or even wkh philofo- 
phcrs, who, like his AmericanG 4aringthe war, would 
have been " governed without any government at all," 
Mr. P— ne's theory would probably have been as 
good as any other; biitjasheprofeiles to have drawn 
his " pslhical principUs entirely from his szvn reflec- 
tions," I thcuild be inclined toqueftion the utility of a 
fyftem which had lain hid from the foundation of the 
world, and had eluded the refearches, not only of the 
Solons, the Nunias, and all the &ges of antiquity ; but 
even of our Harii^on, Sidney, and Locke; and has 
been referved as a myftery revealed only to an unedu- 
cated EngUlh refugee. But the ai^ument from ha 
own experience and obfervation, during the American 
war, " how eafily men may be gpverncd withtRit any 
govermnent," is very fallacious; for they were really, 
a great part of the time, undo: a military government -, 
and conlidering how firmly they were united, by a fenle 
C a whedier 

• Whether Henry FV. had any fuch view or not, Roufleau 
ntight take the hint from the fame prqe£l which forae llitefinen 
have imputed to him. 
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whether of rea! or fancied injuries, and with what en- 
thujiafm they were animated in the purfuit of their fe- 
vQuriie objefl of independence ; we cannot be furprized 
that they had no leifure to quarrel among themfdves, 
or to injure each other. 

But (though Agrarian laws have always been ac- 
counted unjuft) yet let us fuppofe the pofleflions of the 
frugal and induftrious to be divided amongft the idle 
and extravagant; as boys, who have eaten their cake 
fiift, claim part with ihofe who have been more fa- 
ving and abflemious ; and let us fuppofe, I fay, this 
equalizing fyflem to be realized in its ulmefi extent i let 
the patriarchal law of primogeniture be abolifhed; all 
diftinflion of ranks confounded ; and, in Ihort, a perfcft 
equality prevail in a/i the nations of the world : — Let us 
fuppofe, as a ^miliar Inftance, in our ovm country^'a 
gentleman polTeJled of an ellatc of one thoufand pounds 
3 year, to have ten children ; and, inAead of bequeath- 
ing the bulk of his eftate to the eldeft fon, charged with 
a kind of paternal authority to infped the education of 
theyoui^ier, (ontheprematuredeath of the parent) and 
alfo with a competent provifion to eAablUh them in fome 
ufeful profellion : 1ft us fuppofe him, I fay, to difmem- 
ber the family eftate, and to give to each child his 
proportion of an hundred pounds a year; what would 
probably be the confequence^ Why; they would culti- 
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▼ate their little ferms, you will fay; or employ th^ 
property in trade, manutai^ories, or commerce. But 
whom would they get to plough and fowj reap, or 
tbrefh out their com ? For, upon a fuppofition of uni- 
verfal equality, every one would be employed about his 
own bulinefs, and in providing for his own neceflities. 
And in manufactories, who would be mailer, and who 
wdiild do the drudgery ; fweat at the forge or the anvil ; 
or handle the hie and the hammer?* And in trade, if 
all were fellers, who would be the buyers or purchafe 
thdr manufeftures? For indeed, as there would be no 
diftinftion of rank, all the fuperfluities and luxuries of 
life would be given up; fo that the elegant, if not the 
ufeful mechanick arts muft foon be loft, and commerce 
itfelf be extinguished. 

Befides, if every one were thus upon a level, no go- 
vernment, it Ihould feem, could poflibly fubfift. For 
who would obey half a dozen favages, drefTcd in (heep- 
fkins, (for taylors there would be none) ignorant, and 
in every refpeit no betterthan themfelves. In fliort, if 
it were poJJibU for this univerfal equality to fubfift for any 
time in all the nations of the world ; as every one muft 
then be entirely occupied in providing for his mere fub- 
C 3 fiftence, 



• That U, upon a fuppofition that this equality univerfailf 
prevailed. 
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fitlence, all the arts and fctences would by degrees be 
loll, and mankind rdaple into its primitive ignorance 
and barbarity. This, however, is the golden age, which 
an ingenious pupil of Mr. P — ne's fo ardently wlfties 
to fee; " When there will be no dinini£tions of rich 
*' and poor,— of mafter and fervant; but every man 
" will cheerfuliy labour to provide for himlelf the ne- 
" ccflaries of life; and, being content vrith rture necef- 
''■faries, will employ his lafure hours, (which, however, 
" would probably be but few) in i\AXaae fpecidatismy 
" and in xhzfearch of truth and wiHom."* 

" There will be no fuch thing as private property ;" 
but " every thing would be the property of him tiiat 
*' wanted moft," (evenfuppofeittobeapoor diflreflcd 
h^hwaymani) of courfe •' there would be a commu- 
" nity of wives;" fo that he who found himfelf moft 
in want of a wife, might feize upon the firft woman 
he met; [" ut in grege laurus." HoR,]— like the bull 
in a herd of cows. 

. At 

• S«c Novel of Anna St. IvEs^~I wu a ftranger to Mr. 
H—/cr—t'3 perfon when this was written. He i« an ingenious 
and worthy man; but of a delicate frame, and better calculated 
for the fearch of truth, than to " labour for the neceilaries of 
life;" and iihintfelf 3proof,thatnatureneverintended — aUmcn 
for the fame occupaliou. May Mr. Hdcroft long continue to 
entertain the publick by his admired dramatick worlcs, and lean 
the mattock and the fpade to more athletick coDOicutioiu ] 
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As for a due fubtnUnon to government, Mr. P — nc 
fuppoTes men would be taught " to defpife all external 
" grandeur, and the pageantry of courts j and to pay 
" no regard but to the intrinfick merit of their elected 
" mas^rates." 

We are apt to judge of other people's improvement 
by our own progrels in knowledge! and of their good 
difpo{idon, by the goodnels of our own hearts ; as I 
make no doubt is the cafe with MrkHolcroft, and, I 
vroutd hope, with Mr. P — ne. And becaufc at an ad- 
vanced age we 6nd ourfelves more enlightened, and 
can delpife the vain pomp of the world, we fancy every 
one we meet does the fame. But, alas! the precepts of 
philofc^hy cannot always fubdue our pallions, nor does 
our pradUce neceflarily correfpond with our knowledge. 
How eafily is the multitude mifled by interefted of 
¥frong-headed demagogues, even contrary to their 
true intereft, and often to their own deftruflion ! The 
hiftory of popular governments abounds witli inflances 
of this kind : and without recurring to the melancholy 
events of former times, every one may recolledl many re- 
cent examples in this country, within his own memory ; 
and it is to be feared, what is now going on in a neigh- 
bouring kingdom wilt fvimifh flill more inflances, of tlie 
unhappy effeifts of bdng governedby ungavernabU mobs 
and felf-appconted affociations. The French at leaA, 
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it is to be feared, though fufficiently enlightened to be- 
come fenfible of their late abje£t flavery, have not virtue 
enough to be trulled with their freedom ; but, like the 
Romans, in the time of Marcus Brutus, will want 
another tyrant, with a flrong military force, to keep 
them in awe;* as a maniac is fafer under a keeper in 
his dark celi, than when letloofe to theconduifi of his 
own diftorted imagination. But what ftronger argument 
can we have againft the happinefs of a demoeratick 
government, than from Mr. ? — ne's fevourite repub- 
iick of Athens ? which was perpetually rent by feuds 
and fadtions; and where every man that was'eminent 
' for his virtues, or diftinguifhed for his zea] in the fer- 
vice of his country, inlVead of bang revrarded with a 
title, was fure to end his days in baniihment or in a 
prifon; as Miltiades, Themiftocles, Ariftides, Phocion, 
and many others really did.t If it be faid, that by this 
jealous vigilance, they fecurcd their freedem, — I anfwer, 
that 



■ The Romans, after the expulCon of their kings,' are often 
ftid, to havcliecn a_^< people; but were they a ^iw;^ people ? 
Wbit period of their hiflory can we fix upon (when they were 
not engaged in foreign wars) that they were free fi om civil com- 
motions? When their conquefts were emended, and ihelr wealth 
increafed, their forums or great fquarcs, and their field of Mar^ 
were fields of blood. 

t Ariftides was confeflcdiy baniihed for having diiliagiuilhed 
himfelf amongft his fellow-citizens by his Qrift regard to y^i«i 
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that the moft defpotick monarchy cannot be worfc . 
than fuch a luminal freedom, whkh expofes a man to 
the caprice of that many-headed monfter, a ferocious, 
tyrannical populace.* 

In fhort, notwithllandiog the late extraordinary dif- 
coveries in politicks, I cannot but conclude that fome 
kind of fubardinalion is eflential to government i and 
that fome little myftery in the adminillration of it is 
more conducive to the good of the whole, llian that 
familiar intercourfe between the governors and the 
governed, which this boaAed equality holds forth, and 
where the well-informed and the ignorant have an 
equal r^ht to give their opinions, and to perplex and 
impede the operations of government, Mr. Paine's 
plaufible maxim, " That all men are bom equal," 
leerns now generally underftood and exploded by people 
of fenfe. All men are bom with an equal right to 
liberty and property ; yet none but a madman would 
6y, that they are bom with equal capacities and talents 
fit for places of truft or publick employment. His per- 
nicious doitrines, however, have diflufed fuch a fpirit 
of 

* Since this was fent to the prefs, the French populace have 
perpetrated fuch horrid mai&cres, under a pretence of fecuring 
their liberty, that I hope, we fliall hear no more of the mtfchief 
aicribed to fanaticiTm or religious fiuy. 

f Tautum ribertat potiiit fuadere malorura. Lucr£T. 
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of difobedience to lawful authority, as is deftni£tive of 
all government.. However, though the people are fo 
induMoully taught, not only to " /peak evil of dignities, 
but to laugh at them," I would by no means wilh to 
fee the iM/J^ii of power abolifhed; nor advife our judges 
to lay afide their furs or folemn wigs; our nobility 
thrir parliamentary robes; or even the clergy their 
decent habiliments ; which, when veiled with legal au- 
thority, and fupponed " by inward greatnefe, unaffe6led 
wifdom, and fandlity of manners," mull have a bene- 
ficial iafluence on fociety, and tend to keep in awe the 
moll profligate offenders. 

The Romans, in the pureft ages oS the rcpublick, 
had their enJigns of office, their ivory chair, their robe 
of fbte, their fa/ces, and the like. And if any buSbwi 
had dared to ridicule evoi that bundle of faggot-IHcks 
carried before the Confuls,he would probably, in that 
frie ftate, have been feverely icourged with the rods, 
and pertups have felt the keen edge of the axe, which 
was bound up in the midil of them. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

As the prefent fituation of the Ropl Family of 

France engages univerfal attention, I cannot forbear 

inferting the following extrad &om Dr. Adam Smith, 

on diAin£tion of ranks : 

"That 
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*< That kiogs arc the fervants of ihc publkk (jays 
" he) is the doftrine of reafon and philofophy; but it 
*' is not the doflrine of nature. - Their conduifit muft 
** have excited the highcft d^j-ee of fear, hatred, and 
" refentment, before the bulli of the people can be 
" brought to oppofe them, or delire to fee them pu- 
" niftied or depofed : even when they have been brought 
" this length, they are apt to relent, and relapfe into 
" their habitual ftate of deference to thofc whom they 
** hare been accunomcd to look upon as their natural 
*• fuperiOTS. Compaflion foon takes place of refent- 
" ment : they forget all paft provocations, and remm 
" to their, old principles of loyalty and fubmillion. 
" The death of Charles the firft brought about the 
" reftoration of the Royal Family." 

Moral Sent vol I. p. 128. 

See alfo a curious account from Plutarch, of the 
triumph of Paulus Emilias over the king of Macedon, 
page 134. 
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OFFICIOUS DEMAGOGUES. 



'TOWARDS the end of laft autumn, I fpcnt a 
-*- month with an old acquaintance in the country ; 
he is the clergyman of a lai^ village, in a fequeflered ■ 
valley, inhabited chieEy by fubfhntial ^mers, and the 
cottagers employed by them in the cultivation of their 
farms. As I am an early rifer, I was highly gratified 
to obferve with what cheerfulnefs and alacrity they all 
went out in the monung to thdr refpe£live employ- 
ments: the plowman whittling after his team; the 
woodman with his bill-hook, followed by his ^lithful 
curj the milk-maid fingir^ beneath her cowj and the 
fober farmer fuperintending the whole : and on a Sun- 
day attending the publick worihip, as their anceftors 
had done before them ; and refpedtfijlly bowing to their 
reiSor as he pafled by them, entirely fatisfied with the 
plain do^hine with which he fupplied them. And 
fuch is the cafe, I am perfuaded, in many of the lefs- 
frequented parts of the kingdom, where luxury, and the 
examples of the wealthy and extravagant, have not yet 
extended their baneful influence. 

Wm 
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' Woe betide thofe officious patriots, then, who, under 
a pretence of improving the condition of thefc con- 
tented, inoffenfive mortals, Ihall attempt to rob them 
of thdr prefent fharc of felicity ! 

But, alas ! as we rode over once pr twice a week, 
to a large clothing town, at about five miles dilbince, 
we here found the publick-houfe, where wc put up our 
horfes, filled with a mob of ragged wretches, belonging 
to the different branches of the trade, di inking pots of 
ale, and llflening to a fedidous newfpaper, (which, I 
found, was fent down gratis every week) tending to 
perfuade them, " that the nation was on the brink (rf 
" ruin; that trade was languiftiing under the burthen 
" of our taxes ; and, from the defeats in our conjlitutim, 
" and the bad management of publick affairs, there 
*' were no hopes, without fome gnat change, of better 



I afked a clothier, with whom my fiiend was ac- 
qu^ted, why thofe poor people appeared fo vrretched ? 
and whether their trade was really on the decline ? — It 
was never more flourilhing, laid he: and thofe fellows 
might live as happily as any people in the kingdom, 
but that every Monday morning they fpend half their 
wed^'s wages, which they receive on Saturday night, in 
aa ale-houle, regardlefs of the remonffrances of their 
wives. 
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wives, and the cries of their children; and then com- 
plain of the taxes, and lilten to any one who would 
perfuade them that the fault is in the canjiitutiotij or in 
the publick adminiftration, inftead of their own idlene& 
and extravagance. 

There have been few governments lb corrupt or 
opprellive, in which any great change or revolution 
has been attempted, without producing more evils 
than it was intended to remove. It is a well-kjiown 
fad):, in the Roman hiftoiy, that more blood was fpilt ia 
four msHthsf amidA the commotions which fucceeded 
the death of Nero, than had been Ihed in the fouruen 
years even of that moft cruel and bloody reign. A foift 
worthy the attention <^ thofe officious demagc^ucs, 
who are daily difquieting the minds of the people, 
and by indecent reflections on the moll refpeSable 
charadlers, and inAanmiatoiy reprefentadons of the 
(unavoidable) imperfeftions in all human inllitutions, 
exdting them to riots and infurrefflons I 

Thus it was in the lall century. Although fFom 
tberdgnof Heiuy the Vllthto that of Charles the Ifl^ 
many encroachments had been made on the freedom 
of our conltitution, yet thefe were now given up to the 
firm remonlh-ances of fome virtuous members of the 
lotig puUament. But, by the intrigues of fome ^kious 
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OT difappoitited patriots, the people, whowere in gencrd 
rich and happy, were yet dnwn in to cut each other's 
throats, in order to redreTs grievances, which, tho' they 
heard of, they neither faw, felt, nor underftood. But 

'* Hard words, jealoufies, and fears, 

'* Set folks together by the ears ■" Hud. 

and thcconteft wasaB^long,bloody, and ruinous to 
all parties. 

In our prefcnt prolperous lituatiiHi, Ibme ingenj^ 
ous gentleman, who has nothing to (fo, and nothing 
to lofe., fits down in his ftudy, (his garret perhaps} 
and from vifionary ideas of abfolute perfection, forms 
a fyftem of government, fuch as never really exifled: 
which, without any regard to the peace or happinds aS 
iheprefent generation, but from a Under regard to pofit- 
rily forfooth, fame difcontented fhtefmen or enthuli- 
afiick patriots would endeavour to obtrude upon their 
fellow-citizens by devaftation and flaughter ; and, under 
a (hew o( liberty^ deprive thoufands of their properiyi 
and, inlVead of reforming, detlroy the conftitution, dif- 
folve the bonds which unite fodety, and introduce uni> 
verfal anarchy and licentioufnefs. 

Such patriots, though their intentions may be good, 

are lite anxious mothers, who, by oificioufly giving 

their 
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their children phyfick when they do not want it, debi- 
litate their conAitutions, and often bring them into a 
confumption. ^Mz\iJiaU-quacks, as they are properly 
called, with the mofl pompous and flattering profefficms, 
frequently kiUy but feldom cure, their deluded patients. 

. If our conftitution is a little outof order, and labours 
under any chronical complaint, let us not endeavour to 
precipitate a cure by hUeding and pui^ing, or any vio- 
lent methods ; but let nature, aiTifled by gentle altera- 
tives, do her own work. In James the lid's time, 
fays the good Lord Lyttleton,* " A revolution became 
" necejfary; and that neceittty produced one." As no 
fuch necefllty however now exifls, let us not be trying 
experiments; nor quit a tolerable (hare of fubftantial 
felicity under our preient conftitution, for a phantom of 
perfection, which will for ever fruArate our expectations. 
• Perfian Letters. 
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TREATMENT OF SERVANTS. 



THERE is no complaint more general than that of 
the ill behaviour and depravity of fervants. Their 
n^^ence, idlenefs and extravagance, are reckoned by 
many people amongft the greateft vexations of life; in- 
ibmuch, that we frequently hear gentlemen declare, 
Uiat they had rath^i wait on themfelves than be plagued 
with the lhipi<Uty or infolence of thdr domefticks. 

Now, as human nature is much the lame in all 
ranks of Ufe, there muft be feme latent caufe of this 
cxtenHve evil, either in the ftate of fervltude itfelf, or 
in the cjcerdfe of ^t authority which the fuperior 
flatirai of the mailer gives him over the fervant: I am 
inclitied, from frequent oblervation, to place it, in ge- 
neraly to the account of the latter circumlhnce. 

It is become almoft proverbial, that " a good mailer 

makes a good lervant." There is no temper fo obfti- 

nate ot untpi^able, as not to yidd to the force of kind- 

D nefs 
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ncTs and hunjamiy; as, on the other hand, tliere is no 
one fo meek or fubmiflive as not to revolt ag^utiA con- 
tinual ill-ulage and oppreffion. Of this truth I fee 
daily inftances; and my two friends^ P\]sillus and 
PoMPiLius, will fumilh me with a recent example. 

PusiLtus bad taken into his fervice the fon of an 
honefl and induftrious cottager, a Ihirdy lad about fif- 
teen—an age when iniquity b^ns to bud, and, if fof- 
tered by idlenefs or not checked by wholfcune dlTdpline, 
foon gets beyond controul. His mafter, however, kept 
bim conAantly employ»l, and treated him with a [ho- 
per mixture of Ihiftnels and indulgence^ and as the 
youth had good principles inltiUed into him by his pa- 
rmts, PxTER foon became an excellent fervant. 

Encouraged by his neighbour's fuccefs, Pompilius 
to(^ another fon of the lame induftrious family, who 
was a year younger than his iH^ther, but equally Aout» 
good-tempered, and well-difpofed. Tom was highly 
plealed with his preferment; and as his maAer lived in 
rather a more fplendid flile, and gave a more flKwy 
Uvery than PufiUus, and alfo thinking it beneath hini 
to g^ve too minute an attention to his fervants, allowed 
turn at firll more idle hours; Tom exulted a little over 
his brother Peter, and excited in bin fome de^ve of 
envy. Ait£r a little tim^ however^ things b^an to 
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wear a dtfiereot afpe^t j and Totn £elt hJinfelf not quitt 
lb bappy as at iirA he expefled. His nufler, by de- 
grees, treated him with more haugjitioefs and feverity; 
not only called him nanui-, (as Tom indignantly com* 
[gained) Juch, as " whore's-bird and hang-gallows i" 
but threatened him with the horfe-whip for involun- 
tary miflakes; made him wait in the Areet for an hour 
with his hories, called him away from his dinner, lent 
liim on errands at unleafbnable hours in the night, or 
in rain or fnow; and after all, would be-devU and be- 
d — mn him, without rcafon and without meafure: 
whereas PufiUus (as any conliderate ntafter would do) 
(^toi put bitnlelf to fome little inconvenience, rather 
than expole his fervant, without abtblute aecejfity, to 
hardfl^ of that kind. But what are fervants paid for ? 
(cries Pompilius to PuGIIus, who would (bmetinnes re- 
mooArate with him on that head.) " Oh; he is a fad 
nnpident, lhi[Hd d<^, (adds he) and will never make 
4 fervant i" when Tom pertiaps had imperfei^Hy exe- 
cuted what his mailer had not condelcended petfe<5tly 
to explain. 

In (htat, the mafter and man feemed to live in a (kte 
of perpetual holtility : the mailer lying in wait ibr an 
oppoTtuiuty of venting his fpleen on his iervant; wfao 
in his turn, adling on no principle but that of ias, was 
more folicitous to avoid his mailer's reproaches, than 
D 2 t9 
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to ocecute bis commands, and gun his good-mil. 
Pompilius indeed never^oitf* toTom,buttoabulehiin: 
and as fervants.have the fame feelings, and, where tti^ 
undeifland the premifes, reaTon generally as juftiy as 
ituir maAcrs ; how can we fuppofe, that fuch treatment 
will not excite their refentmentf Accordingly Tom 
took every opportunity of retaliating on his mafter : and, 
as fellow-fuSerers naturally fympathize with each other, 
whenever Tom met with fuch a one, they would ad- 
journ to a onghbouring ale-houfe, and vent their mu- 
tual complaints : this gave his mafter more juA pretences 
to reproach him, and would foon alfo have brought 
on an habit of drinking; but, on fuffering a violent 
outrage from his mafter, Tom gave him warning that he 
ihould quit his place; who in his turn difiniflcd him im- 
mediately, and refiifed to ^ve him a charadter: luckily, 
however, a gendeman in the neighbourhood, who was 
on no terms with Pom[uliU5, took Tom without a 
charaSer, and, by proper treatment, has found him a 
valuable acquifttion. 

PuTillus's man Peter likewife improves daily: his 

mafter calmly iftiies out his orders ; inftru£ts him in his 

duty; 

* A* an infiancc that fervants fid the infult of a contemp' 
tuoiu filence; Lord Anfon't brother had made the tour of (he 
EaA, and when he came to Aleppo, his fervant left him, and 
gave for a reafon, that hU mafter had not fpoken three words 
to biro in a tour of 3000 milet> 
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duty; and on every ocxaCon, convinces Peter that he 
has his intcrcft at heart, as well as his ovm. Peter, on 
the other hand, from an ambition to pleafe his mailer, 
does many things voluntarily, and without waiting for 
his mafter's commands : and, as he makes his master's 
bufinefs his whole ftudy, Pufillus often finds his ac- 
count in confulting with his fervant, who, as ^ as his 
capacity extends, fomeAnes judges better than his maf- 
ter. In a wopl, Fompilius proceeds on the tyrant's 
maxim, ** Oderint dum nutuant'" let them hate me, 
fo that they fear me. Pufillus's maxim is the re- 
verfe, "Co/ant rne patius quam Umeant-" let them re- 
verence me, rather than fear me. And they are 
requited accordingly. 

I will not prefume to interfere with the ladies' trtat- 
ment of ferUants : under ihfir iruld and gentle fway, 
their female attendants are generally made their fHends 
and confidants, and thur footmen fometimes experi- 
ence more than a firatemal affe£Hon: and I am pcr- 
fuaded that, in this age, no fuch capricious tyrants as 
Cor^reve's Lady Wijhfsrtj or other charaflers of that 
kind, nowexift. 

Nrither wll I fay any thing of the fervants in the. 

more elevated ranks of life; as! amafiaid, they fuffer 

mOTe from the n^jleft, or fi^m the examples of their 

D 3 maAcTs, 
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mafters, than from their ff verity : tbey copy th«r vices, 
or are feduced by the luxury and extrav^ancc which 
too generally prevails in fuch tamilies, to become lux- 
urious and extravagant tbemfdves: and to fupport their 
extravagance, when fettled in the worid, they become 
dilhoneft, and abandoned.* And during their fervice, 
as they are kept up a great part of the night, to attend 
their mailers at the gamblit^-hftufes^ or their ladies at 
their alTeinblies of different kinds, we cannot much 
b]ame them, if, to make up for their lofs of reft, they 
feek foi amufements not more innocent than thole of 
their fuperiors. 

Until fome reformation, therefore, takes place in the 
manners and modes of life amongft the higher circles, 
in vain will the promoters of Sunday Schools, Schools 
of Induftry,andothM charitable inftitutions, labour to 
reform the morals of the lower cities of people, which 
aie inMibly corrupted, in the fitft faltuonaUe family 
that takes thein.into their fervice. 

I fhall clofe this eflay with Seneca's excellent epiAle 

on the fubjeft, which not only breathes a truly Chriftian 

fpirit, but ^ves us too lively * {ketch of the enormous 

luxury 



* The frequent burglarict or hoafe-breduDgs tn tbe nietrapoliii 
are gtnerallf conducted by the cooniruice of profligate rerraatai 
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luxury and pride of die Romans in that age: towbidk 
f^te, however, we ourfelvcs reem to be rapidly advan- 
cing, and partly from a limilar caufb-^thc importation 
<^ the wealth, the luxury and efieminacy c^ the Afiatick 
nations i who will probably revenge the unprovdced 
injuries which they have received from the Europeans, 
by gradually corrupting the morals of their conquerors, 
and make them in their turns the prey of Tome more 
virtuous and more lyu'like invaders.* 



SENECA EPISTLE XLVU. 
TO XUCILIUS. 



I WAS much pleafed to hear, from fome of your 
neighbours in the country, upon what kind and 
fanuliar terms you live with your flaves. It is no more, 
indeed, than I Ihould have expedcd from your good- 
fenfe and enlightened underfbnding. But, are th^ 
really ourflaves? — ^No: they are menj they are our 
companicmsi 



lAxmia incubuit; viAiun^ uldfdtnr Mbem. 
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companions; our humble freiends. Are they our (laves? 
No : they are only our fellow-fervants ; if you reflcft 
that we are all equally under the dominion of fortune. 
I cannot but fmile, therefore^ at thofe wha would think 
thctnfelves polluted, if they were obliged to eat with 
their fcUow-fervants. 

But why fo ? Only becaufe a moft infolent cuttom 
has made it neceflary for the mafter, ashejiu at table, 
to be attended by a crowd of flavesy/aW/M^ round him. 
He eats more than his ftomach can well contain; and, 
while he is thus voracioully cramming his diflended 
paunch,* his unhappy flaves dare not move their lips, 
or utter a word. The lowed whiTper is punilhed with 
the la(h. Nor are the mofVcafual or involuntary cir- 
cumftances exempted from Gripes. To cough, to 
fneeze, to hiccup, or to interrupt the lilence of the 
company by any kind of noife, is a capital offence. 

Thus the poor flaves remain the whole night faffing^ 

and mute. Hence it comes to pafs, that thofe who are 

not permitted to fpeak before their maflers, take thdr 

revenge by talking enough behind tlicir backs : whereas 

thofe 



• The original has a remark, of importance to health, " that 
the belly being thus diflended, lofcs its tone (and, the periftaltiek 
modan being obitrufled) difcharges its contents with more diffi' 
culty than they were crammed in." 
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fhofc Haves who have been indulged in the liberty, not 
only of talking in their mafter's prcTencc, but of c<Ht- 
verfing modeftly with them, have often been found 
ready to facriiice thdr own lives, to avert any danger 
which threatened the lives of their mailers. They 
taiitd in their convivial entertainments i but were im- 
pr^ably^/fn/ under the torture. 

From the ^me abfurd arrogance, arofe the provcr- 
Irial expreffion, " A man has as many enemies as he 
has Haves." Alas! they are not yet our enemies, but 
we make them fo. 

I forbear to mention many other cruel and inhuman 
prai^ces on this fut^e£t: That we do not treat our 
flaves as if they were men ; but abule them, as if they 
were beafh of burthen : That when we fit down to 
table, one is employed to wipe up the fpittle ; another 
to gather up the fcraps, which drop firom the drunken 
guefts; CHIC Hands to carve the coftly fowls ^ and with 
certain artftil flourilbcs, carrying his fkilfiil hand round 
the breaft and the rump, Ihakes it at once, properly 
carved, into the difh. 

Wretched mortal, who lives for no other purpofe 
than to cut up crammed turldes ! Though he perhaps is 
piorc defpicably wretched, who, to gratify his appetite, 
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has this poor mortal taught fo trivobus an art; vdiidi 
' through ncccflity alone he fubmits to learn.* 

The fum of my precepts on this ful^e^ is in fiurt 
tias: — That you live infuch a manner with your infetiors 
as you would wi(h to have your fuperiors live with you. 
Do not ellimate men by thdr functions, but by their 
manners: a' man gives himfelf the one; accident allots . 
him the other. He may be a Have in his perlon, but 
perhaps his mind is &ee. Shall it be Imputed to him as 
a crime, that he is a (lave i Tell me, who is not fo. 
One man is a flave to his appetites : another to his 
avarice: another to his ambition: and all of us-are 
Haves tofiar.f Here is a man of coofular dignt^, who 
makes himfelf a flave to a wealthy old woman. Here is 
a man abounding in riclKs; he is enHaved to a little 
artful handmaid. Behold our young men of the filil 
quality, the Haves of adrefles and finging-girls. 

Now, what can be more ignominious, than this vo- 
luntary fervitudc ? Let not thefe &ftidious fops, then, 
4eter you from behaving with af&bility; or at leaft, 
without any unnecefHuy haughtinefs, even towards 
your flaves. Lot them love and reverence, rather than 
fear you. 
" What , - 

* Sane inftances of the ibuTe of f heir (l»ce sac here omitted. 

f Tlu« &eii» to dlude to the focid doAilne of the paJ£oiLs. 
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(* What, then, would you have us give our Oaves 
their liberty, and degrade their mailers from their fu- 
peiior ftation?" 

He that talks thus muH have forgotten that mafters 
ought to be content with what is Aiffident for the gods 
themfelves: who are only reverenced and Joved. But 
/raif is incompatible withy^ar. Moft wifely therefore, 
in my opinion, do you a<£l; who will not be feared by 
your Haves; who challife diem with words alone, and 
leave brutes to be governed by feverity and ibipcs. 

N. B. Cicero, Pliny the conful, and all the beft and , 
wlfeA (tf the Romans, fpcak of th«r Haves with die fame 
tendemds and humanity. If Haves therefore are abfo- 
lutdy neccHary for cultivating our fugar-canes} let us, 
for ihame, treat them with as much humanity as thofe 
did their Haves who were Hrangers to the gofpel. 

But, as Governor Trclawny faid (with a fevere 
irony) forty years lince, *' What fi^fy the fulferings 
or death of a few outlandijb men, if we can fend better 
goods to market?" 
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POMPILIUS and PusiLLUs (for thus thrir ac- 
quaintance diftinguiftied them) were neighbours in the 
country, and generally companions in town. Thdr 
fituation in life, their family and fbrtime, were nearly 
fimilar, and they were about the fame age; but in their 
perfons, their turn of mind, thdr behaviour, and their 
general occonomy, they were very different. Pompilius 
was a jolly, round-&ced man, of an intrepid air and 
unbaftifiil countenance. Pufillus was a Aender, thin- 
£iced little man, of a timid and difhdent appearance^ 
The one gave you fome idea of FalAaff: the other c£ 
Simon Shadow, Falftaff's recruit. In Pompilius all 
was lofty, bold, and magnificent : inPufiUus everything 
was the reverfe. The former, in his drefs, his equip^e, 
and maimer of life, appeared rather above his fortune: 
&e latter, not fi-om a fordid, but from an unalluming 
temper, was almofl in the other extreme. Pompilius 
rode a ftately fteed, and was always attended by a fer- 
vant. 
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vant Pulillus fcampered about on a litde Welch 
poney, with a crupper to his laddie, Ihidying conveni- 
ence rather than fhow. " Send my fervant hither!'* 
was Pompilius's language on all occaGoas. " Pray 
" (Ud you fee our man Peter?" was PufiUus's \ek im- 
perious manner of exprefling himfelf. 

Pompilius called every one, even much tus fuperiorst 
with great &miliarity by ihea Chriftian names. Jade or 
Harry: Pufillus never fpoke to his ihoemaker, or 
lus taylor, without the addition of Mr. Sucb-a-c»ie ! 
I muft be^ you not to dUappoint me. 

At an ordinary or any publidc meeting, Ponqiilius 
took his place as near the upper end of the room as he 
could do with any d^ee of modefty or propaicty, while 
PufiUus was loft in the crowd at the bottom of the table, 
often unnoticed by any of his acquaintance. FcnnpQivs, 
even among ftrangers, would rally Pulillus, and Ihew his 
wit at the expeiKe of his friend, who could frequently 
have made ample reprifals, but was checked by deli- 
cacy, or an extreme diffidence and want of fpiiit. 

In tovm, when vralking the ftrcets, Pompilius made 
not only the ladies, but porters with their burthens, ' 
g^ve him the way ; while Pulillus gave the waU to dn- 
der-wenches and chimney-fwecpers.j 

Come, 
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« Come, Pufillus, &id his fiicnd, you fliall go with 
me to the bank, to receive my dividend :" it was to no 
purpofe to plead, that he was engaged at the other end 
of the town: Pompilius feizes him by the button, and 
baffles all refiilance. 

At the coiTee-houfe Pompilius bullies the waiters, 
who indantaneouAy attend, and he has the chcMce c^ the 
papers : PulUlos is forced to call tv^ce or thrice beion 
he can get bis coffee, or any paper at all, 

Pompilius dilutes to the company, in literature or 
politicks, with oracular folemnity. " What is yam 
(pinion of the laft new play?" faid a gentleman to 
Pompilius. *' Why, it has fome merit, replied he: 
but the charaSers are not fufficiently difcriminatcd." 
Pom[ulius had not read the play, but this was precifely 
the judgment which his liiend Pufillus had given of 
it that very morning. 

An Article of intelligence, which the former faid he 
had recdved from the iefi authtirity^ the latter, without 
contradii^ing him, knew to be no more than a v^ue 
rtport of the day, 

Pom[»liu5 frequently uttered, with ^-eat parade, thi 

mod obvious remarks a» his own difcovery. Pufilhis 

"" often 
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often Etid good thii^, but with (a little emphalis and with 
lb negligent an air, that none but nice oUervers lock 
notice of them. For, as Shenftone layt> ** It is necd"- 
bry to \vjfimejtrefs yourfelf on what you intend IhouM 
be remarlced by others;" yet Pompilius, aslluve <ilb- 
ferved, often retailed his friend's remarks as his own. 

» Well, fir," £ud Sir Stqihen Stately, to PufiUus, " I 
have diTpt^ of Riyfon at M, by the advice, and on an 
excellent plan of your ndghbour Pompilius;" which, 
by the way, was the v«y fame plan repeatedly pro- 
pofed to Sir Stephen by PulUJusi thoi^h not being 
eameflly enforced, was oitirely unattended to by him} 
who, pompous and empty himfelf, difr^arded ewecj 
thing wtuch did not come recommended in a oanmr 
confcmuit to his own liiblime ideas. 

In Ihort, PufiUus, though not infenlible of his own 
fuperiority, yet for want of a proper fpirit, continually 
furrendered his own opinions to thofe of his friend 
Pompilius; on which account the latter was elleemed, 
by fuperficial obfervers, a mui of great fenfe and pro- 
found erudition; while Pulillus was reckoned a pow 
ignorant and weak man, by thofe who had not half liis 
fenfe or learning : nay, what was of more ferious con- 
fequence, he once had like to have fuffered througha 
cu^iable lenity to a poacher, who had robbed his 61h- 
pond, 
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pond> of wbkh he had the firongell evidence; but 
bong unmlling, on account of his family to profecute 
him, i rafcaUy attorney advifed the fellow to prolecutt 
Pufillus for defamation ; he then, however, exerted him- 
Ielf> and punifhed the thief as he dcfcrved. 

After all, Pompilius gained no more than a forced 
external refpe6t &om the judidous, or fiiim ftrai^ers; 
whik PufiUus was really loved and elleemed by the 
difceming few, who intimately knew him: for though, 
by too tunely refigning his real confequence, the latter 
(with courage enough on impwtant occaHons) was 
crften treated with inattention and n^jleft; yet the 
former, by alliiming more than he had a right t(^ 
thou^ polTefled of gcxxl-nature and many good qua- 
lities, was frequently pronounced " a confounded im- 
pudent feUov?!" 
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PRIDE AND VANITY. 

THEIR DISTINCTION. 



"pRIDE and Vanitv are often confounded with 
■^ each other, and in common fpeech are ufed as 
fynonymous to exprefs the fame thing. But, though 
they are fomevrhat fimilar, and may perhaps be fome- 
times found in tlie fame perfon, yet there is an obvious 
diftin^on between them. 

Vanity is only too much plcafed with itfelf ; pride is 
always joined with a contempt of others. The proud 
man values himfclf on advantages, which, in fome 
meafure, he really pollefles : the vain man flatters him- 
felf ^and wifhes to be flattered by other people) for 
perfe^ons which exill folely in his own imagination. 
The former, confcious perhaps of his rank, his for- 
tune, or fome (hare of underllanding, affumes flate, and 
looks down mdi contempt on thofe whom he confiders 
as his inferiors in thofe particulars : the latter, refloating 
E with 
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with relf-applaufe on h!s imag^ary perfeflions, is pleafed 
with thofe who contirm him in the delufion, and re- 
ceives with perfeift good-humour and complacency the 
leaft grain of incenfe which is offered him. 

Celsus is the proudeft, and his brother Lepidus 
the vaineft, man I know. Celfus, by a ftately and im- 
portant air, keeps you at a dlftance; Lepidus, by his 
complaiTant, pleafant, and familbr manner, levels all 
diAinftion. Celfus Is indifferent to the cenfure or praife 
of thofe whom he.defpifes^ Lepidus folicits the admi- . 
ration and applaufe of every one with whom he con- 
verfes. The one receives a compliment as his due ; the 
other is thankful for it, as a favour or an alms. 

Celfus, however, though he impofes on thofe who 
have lefs fenfe than himfelf, is defpifed by thofe who 
have more; Lepidus, though a child may penetrate 
into his foibie, is rather pitied than defpifed. The for- 
mer, by afliiming too much, fometimes forfeits tliat 
refpe^t vvhich is his conllant aim. The latter, though 
his vanity cannot entitle him to refpe^ is generally 
beloved for his condefcenlion. 

~ In the fofter fex, indeed, vanity is often fended 

with more fatal effedb than pride t as their vanity ex- 

pofes them to the Iharet <^ feducers, while a d^ee d 

pride 
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pride often preferves their virtue; yet each of thefe foi- 
bles, if not guarded by better principles, often expofes 
them to ridicule and contempt. 

In iliort, the proud man is an odious being: the 
vain man rather an entertaining animal. The one in- 
fults, the other diverts the company. The vain man 
fhould be rallied for his folly, and laughed out of his 
abfurdity : the proud man Ihould be treated with lefs 
ceremony, and, if he had his defert, fhould be drubbed 
into better manners. The fpeftators, at leafi, would 
exult to fee a man, who afliimes fuch airs of fuperiority 
over his equals, treated, by fome Hunt fellow, with 
the utmoft freedom, and reduced to a level with thofe 
whom he affects to defpife. 
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INTEMPERANCE. 



J. HE firft phyficians by debauch were made} 
" Exufs began, and floth fuikins the trade:" 

Thus fings Drydcn, and the good fenfe contained in 
thde well-known lines may atone for the abfurdity of 
the following : 

" The wife for cure on Exerci/i depend, 

" God never made his work for man to mend." 

Excess is undoubtedly the caufe of almoll all our 
complaints i but exereife, when we are ill, would, in 
many cafes, aggravate inAead of curing them; and 
though a phylician could not irr^rove the work of the 
Creator (for there the fallacy lies) he furely might mend 
or rqjair it when out of order. A country carpenter 
could not improve or finith a coach j but if a wheel, of 
even the axle-tree, were broke, he might certainly mend 
or repair it 
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But, though '* I honour a phylician with the honour 
due to his art," which is always ufeful in acute, and 
fometimes in chronical cafes ; yet I confider temperance 
as the fovereign prefervativc of health, fuperlor to the 
moft boafted medicines, and which renders even exercife 
itfelf in fomc meafure necdlefs. As excefs is the caufe 
of a great part of our difeafes, fo there are few which 
temperance will not prevent, or by d^ees remove. 
Repletion overloads and opprelles nature: abitinaice 
relieves her from that opprcffion, and reftores their tone 
or dalticity to the dillended veflels, and often Itiftes a 
fever in its birth. 

We complain of unhealthy fituations, unfettled wea- 
ther, hereditary gouts, delicate conlbtutions, and the 
like: and there is fometimes perhaps foundation for 
thefe complaints; but in general, we might morejuftly 
complain of, and (like Montaigne's friend) " curfe the 
Bojogna faufages, dried hams and tongues," and other 
big^-feafoned food, in which we have too freely in- 
dulged: for temperance, I will venture to fay, would 
fecure us from the influence of thofe acddental or local 
circumflances I and even infedlious dlAetnpers would 
generally lofe thdr force, where the blood was not pre- 
vioully difpded to inflammation or putrefe^ticoi, as 
mas the cafe with Socrates, during the plague of 
£ 3 Athens, 
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Athens, and as Mr. Howard repeatedly for many years 
experienced.* 

And-as temperance would fecure mankind fmtn a 
great part of thofe difeafes, which are faid to be natu- 
rally incident to mortality: how fetal are the effeiSs 
of its contrary, intemperance ! What numbers of wor- 
thy and ufeful members of fociety, in every profeflion, 
daily fall a facrtfice to this deftrudiive evil! How often 
h genius, improved by the labour of years, blaAed, in 
the meridian of lifa, by the baneful effects of luxury 
and intemperance. 

Where are many of my friends and contemporaries 
in the Univerfity, whofe conftitutions feemed calculated 
for a century's duration? Where are my friends 

W — — , Sh — , B , and others; the companions 

of my youthfiit fludies and amufements? Alas! long 
fince vaniihed, the vi£Hms of can^rative intemperance : 
for though they were apparently fober and r^Iar, as 
well as Ihidious young men; yet temperance muft 
be confidered in a relative fenfe, and pFopc»tioned to 
our conftitution, our way of life, more active or mwe 
fedentary, and to the exercifc we have it in our power 
to ufc. 

la 

* See Dr. jUkin'a Life of Howard. 
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In the ftreets of Bath, the general refort of the infirm, 
and rendezvous of the medical tribe, (for where the 
carcafe is, there will the ravens aflemble) when I fee an 
hundred fturdy chairmen groaning under the loads of 
bloated invalids; or, in the Pump-room, compare the 
miferable, gouty, paralytick, and emaciated figures, with 
the youthful, blooming beauties, who have not yet in- 
jured by indulgence, or disfigured by cofmeticks, the 
mailer-piece of the creation, 1 involuntarily exclaim, 

** Ye Gods ! What havock does intemperance make 
" among yoar works!" 

Young Cyrus, accuAomed to the fimple diet of the 
Periians, was difgulled at the Court of Ecbatane, to fee 
his grandfather Aftyages, under a neceffity of wiping his 
fingers, after every morfel that he put to his mouth. 
What would the young prince have faid to the inde- 
licacy of a modern epicure, who indifcriminately de- 
vours filh and flelh; high foup and iuxtx; with oil, 
vinegar, and muilard; foy and cayenne -pepper, and all 
the diabolical ingredients in French or Englifh cookery ? 
How can fuch difcordant materials produce that fimple 
bal&mick fluid, fo neceflary to recruit and preferve the 
health and Arength of the human body ? 

It is from thefe refinements of luxury, that we fee 

thofe crowds of patients^ whofe complunts have bafiled 

the 
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the fkill of thdr phyficians rcTorting to Bath, and cither 
fulphureous and mineral fprings:* 

" Condemn'd to water for ixceft in wine." 

EuPHRos. vol, I. 

Thefc reflexions were fuggefted on furveying lately 
a group of thefe cripples in the Pump-room; when I 
was recc^izcd by a little adlive old man, who, forty 
years fincc, had been a member of a club with me, at a 
tavern near the Temple, and was then fuppofed to be 
in a rapid decline; but, by a ftriift r^men, had fur- 
vived all our jolly botde-companions, who at that time 
ridiculed him as a miferable milkfdpJ By his temper- 
ance and fobriety, he had improved and preferved to 
his feventieth year, a crazy carcafs i while the others, by 
thdr luxury and intemperance, had ruined their robuft 
conftitutions; and had long fince gone where the fen- 
fual appetites, it is to be feared, will have no objects ^ 
thdr gratification. 



• " Ubicunque Icatent aquaruin calentium vena, ibi a 
» diTCiibria luxuriae excitantur." Sen. £pifi. 89. 
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GRADUAL APPROACH 



OLD AGE. 



'T'HERE is nothii^ which we more relufhntly be- 
-*- licve, or of which we are mwe mortified to be 
reminded, than that " we are growing old." We look 
daily in the glafe perhaps, to adjuft our perriwigs, or 
fmooth our cravats; but feldom attend to the Tilent 
progrefs of our years, and the alterations which the 
hand of time is gradually making in our perfons. We 
advance from youth to manhood, and from manhood 
decline into the vale of years, to old age and decrepitude; 
but by fuch imperceptible d^rces, that it almoft efcapes 
our notice. Hence we behold feptuagenarian beaux and 
beauties of the lall ^ inattentive to the depredations 
of time, and, with more than youthfid levity, infefting 
the relcHts of youth and beauty, admiring or courting 
admiration: 
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1 under my own iiirpe£tion. What then ■will | 
become of me, if the very ftones, my contemporaries, ] 
ore going to decay ? I 

" Bdngout of humourwith him, however, I feized 
another occaGon of venting my fpleen againfl my fer- 
vant.. Thefe plane-trees, faid I, have certainly been 
U^atly neglefled. The leaves are all falling off; the 
branches grown knotty and parched up ; the very trunks 
Tougji and fqualid with mofs. This could not have 
happened, if they had been dug round and watered. 
The poor man, piqued at my fufpicions, fwore upon his | 

foul,* that he had g^ven all poflible attention to them ; 
but that the trees were grown eld. Now, to tell you a 
fccret, I myfelf planted thofe very trecsj I myfelf be- 
held the firft leaves they produced, 

" Turning towards the gate; * who is that decrepid 
old fellow there?' £iid I: though you have done 
right to place him at the door, for he fccms juft ready 
to be carried to his funerat.f But where did you get 
this carcafe ? What have we to do with conveying other 
people's flaves to their burial ? 

«Ah! 

• Per genium m«uin. 
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** Ah! fir, fays the porter, don't you know me? I 
am your Fdicio: to whom you ufed to fend toys for 
firings at the Saturnalian* holidays; I am the fon of 
your old fteward Philolitus, your liliU favourite." 

" Why, fure the fellow's out of his fenfes, faid L 
He fancies himfelf a child : my little favourite, forfooth! 
Indeed, it may be fo; for, I fee, he is fh^ding his 
teeth, t 

" Well; this at leaft I owe to my country-houfej 
that wherever I turn myfelf, when I go tliither, I am 
prefented with memorials of my old age. Let me then 
embrace and bid it welcome. Old age, if we know 
how to make a proper ufe of it, abounds in pleafures: 
or this at leaft, fupplies the place of pleafures, — that we 
do naltvant them, 

" What an agreeable ftate of life is this ! To have 
fubdued our pallions ; and got entirely rid of our im- 
portunate lulls and defires!" — — - 



• Like our ChriftmM. 
■\- From old »ge, as children do in their infancy. 
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SINGULARITY OF MANNERS. 



'TpHERE are few people of fuch mMtified preten- 
-■- fions, as patiently to acquiefce under the total 
negle£t of mankind : nay, fo ambitious are moH men 
of diftiniftion, that they chufe to be taken notice of, 
even for their abfurdities, rather than to be entirely 
overlooked, and loft in obfcurity; and, if they defp^ 
of exciting the attention of the world, by any brilliant 
or ufeful accomplilhment, they will endeavour to gain 
it by fome ridicuious peculiarity in their dreis, thdr 
equipage, or accoutrements. 

Many perfons may remember a little foreigner, (Des 
Cafeaux, I think, was" his name) who appeared daily in 
the Mall, drelTed in black, with an hat of an enormous 
diameter, and a long roll of paper in his hand. His 
piiturefque appearance tempted fome artifts, to make 
an etching of him, which was exhibited in every ftiop. 
I mention this gentleman, becaufe his profeffed int«i- 
tion was, he faid, " to attrait the notice of the king, 
as he had done that of his fubjo5ts." 

But 
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But we Tee daily inilances of the fame kind. One 
man fports a paradoxical walkitig-Aick ; another rifes 
to tame by the ihortnefs of his coat, or the length cf 
his trowfers, or the multiplicity of capes on his Ihoul- 
ders, and the like efforts of genius and invention. I 
remember a young divine, fome years fince, not other- 
wife eminent either for learning or ingenuity, who 
wore his own fhort hair, when every one elfe wore long 
w^, " ia imitation, as he faid, of Gregny Nazianzcn." 

It would be cruel, to deprive thefe gentlemen of their 
(lender gratification in thefe harmlefs particulars i but 
when we aifume any thing peculiar in our a{^arance,' 
in order to difguife our real chara6t«-; when we aHe^ 
an uncommon fani^ty and folemnity of countenance 
toimpofe upon the world; we then become more than 
ridiculous, and are highly immoral; 

A Tartuffe indeed, or a pretender to extraordinary 
devotion, is not a prevailing character in this age: too 
many are in the contrary extreme; and, like Colonel 
Chartres, are guilty of every human vice — except 
hypocrify. Even our Young Divines, though doubt- 
lefs much given to fefling and prayer in private, yet 
" appear not to men to faft;" but anoint their hair, and 
exhibit their rofy faces ; and, by their drefs, are not to 
be diftinguiihed from prophane fpoitfmen or country 
'fquires. 
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Iquires. I do not exempt the orators of the taberna- 
cle from this defcription ; who, inftead of the primitive 
locks of John Wefley, feem now to make female con- 
verts by their weil-drelTcd hair, and dapper appearance. 

Yet, in every profeflion, there are ftill pretenders ; 
who, by grimace or alleged iblemnity, endeavour to 
gain the confidence of the vulgar i and to exalt them- 
fclves above thor equals in ikiU, and affumc more im- 
portance than is their due. 

However, if we muft diltinguith ourfelves from the 
reft of mankind, let it be by our intrinfick virme, our 
temperance and fobriety, and a conTdeniious regard to 
every relative duty; but, as we ought " to think with 
the wife, and talk with the vulgar," let us alfo a»a dif- 
ferendy from a ^"eat part of the world in matters oi 
imponance, but conform to them in trifles. This is 
what Smeca fo forcibly inculcates in lus £frh EpilUe to 
hisfiioid Lucilius. 

" I both approve of your conduct, and fincerdy re- 
joice that you refolutely exert yourfelf; and, laying afide 
every other purfuit, make it your whole ftudy to im- 
prove yourfelf in wifdom and virtue. And I not only 
exhort, but eameftly intrcat you to perfcvcre in this 
courfe." 

Give 
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" Give me leave, however, to caution you not to 
imitate thole pretended philofophers, who are more foli- 
dtous to attrai^.the notice of the world, than to make 
a progrefs in wifdomi nor to ^SeG: any thing lingulai 
in your drefs, or in your manner of life. Avoid that 
prepoferous ambition of gaining applaufc, by your 
uncouth appearance, your hair uncombed, and your 
beard n^e£ted ; nor be always declaiming againft the 
ufe of plate, of foft beds, or any thing of that kind. 
The very name of a philofopher is fufficiently invith- 
ous, though managed with the greateft modefty and 
difcretion. 

*' Suppofe we have «itered upon our Stoical plan, and 
begun to lequefter ourfelves irom the conver^tion and 
cuftoms of the vulgar j let every thing within he diffi- 
milar; but let our outward appearance be conformable 
to the reft of the world. Let not our apparel be fplen- 
did or Ihewy, nor yet mean or fordid. Let not our 
plate be embofled with gold; but let us not imaging 
that the mere want of fuch expenlive plate is a Aifii'- 
dent proof of our frugality. Let us endeavour to live 
a better life, not merely a life contrary to that of the • 
vulgar 1 otherwife, inAead of conciliating the favour of 
thofe whom we wifti to reform, we (hall excite their 
averiion, and drive themftom our company; we (hall 
alio deter them from imitating us in any thing, when 
F they 
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they are a&aid that they are to inuBte us tn every 
thing. 

" The firft advant^es which philofophy promilcs are, 
ajufl fenfe of the common rights of mankind, huma- 
nity, and a fociable difpofition ; from which advantages, 
fingularity and dilTimilar manners will entirely feclude 
us. Let us beware, left thofe peculiarities by which 
we hope to excite the admiration, Ihould expofe us to 
the ridicule and averfion, of mankind. 

" Our objcft is to live according to nature; but to 
torture our bodies, to abhor cleanlinefs in our perfons, 
when attended with no trouble, or to aiFcil a cynical 
filthinels in our food j this fure is living contrary to 
nature. As it is a mark of luxury to hunt after deli- 
cacies, to rqed tlie common unexpenTive comforts of 
life is a degree of madnefs. Our Stoic philofophy re- 
quires us to be frugal, not to mortify ourfdves; but 
there is fuch a thing as an elee^t fruity. This 
moderation is what I would recommend." 
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THE APPARITION. 



HAVING lately had a very ibber party, to cards 
and luj^KT, at my country-houfe, I got early to 
bed, before one o'docki I flept foundly forfome hours; 
but when I awoke, to my. aAoniihment, I beheld a 
female figure, tnodeftly dad in a light robe, with a 
mild, ferene countenance j who, movir^ from towards 
the widow, came and {^ood at the feet of my bed. 
I was going to fpeak, and exprefs my furprife, when 
ihe prevented me, and thus be^n :— 

" Do not be alarmed, fir : thou^ I am now a Aran- 
ger to you, as you have not feen me Jince you were a 
fchool-boy; yet I was wdi known to your good &ther 
and mother, with whom I was upon the moft intimate 
footing. I breakfafted with them every day fn the' 
week, and fometimes dined with them j and was a pe- 
culiar ^vourite with your excellent mother. I now 
F 2 com« 
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come daily into your village, and am well known to 
the farmers and poor people, to whom I am a true 
friend ; and they always rqoice to fee me, as 1 put 
them in a way to get their livelihood, and by a whole- 
fome elijdr, with which I fupply them gratis, and by 
my confolatory and cheerful converfatlon, keep them 
in health and fpirits. Nay, the very birds of the air 
feem to know me, and exprefs their joy at my approach." 
— Aftomlhment kept me filent, and fhe proceeded in 
her harai^e : 

" I (hould have introduced myfelf to you, (however 
unwelcome) out of regard to your fether and mothcrj 
but am now excluded, I find, by the exprefs orders of 
your near friend, this pretended widow, in her fable 
weeds forfooth, (Mrs. Hecati£a Midnight, I think they 
call her) to whom you are of late fo unaccountably at- 
tached; and who, ttfeems, has a particular dillike to 
me, as (he flips away whenever I happen to appe^, 
bdng confcious that I outlhine and edipfe her; and 
knows alfo that I was a friend to your family, and mull 
be concerned to fee her encourage you in revelling 
gamii^ and every thing that is bad. And indeed, &> 
if you do not difengageyourfelf from her inchantmcnts, 
flie will be the ruin of your health, your fortune, and 
your reputation. All decent people are aAonilhed at 
your in&tuation, (fcH* I will tptak. my mind, now I 

iMV«^ 
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have got admittance) fincc, in fpite of her Giver crefcent, 
which Ihe wears, I fuppofe, as an emblem of her chaf- 
tity, it is well itnown flie has been kept by half the mem- 
bers of the Houfe of Commons and of the gambling 
clubs, nay, has walked the f^reets and been proltituted 
to haclcney-coachmen, pickpocltets, and ftreet-robbers. 
And here you have brou^t lier into the country, to 
feduce your fober neighbours, who formerly paid me 
peat attention : but now there is aot a gentleman in the 
parid), except the vicar, who (hews mc the leaft regard^ 
and I only fee him once or twice a week, as he rides out 
with the 'fquire's huntfman ; for as to the fquire him- 
felf, whom I uled frequently to vifit, and who was al- 
ways glad to fee me, he now follows your example^ 
and curfes me if ever I am feen at his door," 

I was here again beg^miung to make apolc^es; and 
to pacify her, made her a compliment on her beauty; 
but Ihe proceeded : 

" I am not come to court you, lir; yet, as I can 
never get H^t of you, and have nobody to fpeak in my 
fevour, indignation forces me to violate the rules of de- 
corum, and to fay, that I think myfelf much fuperior 
in beauty, fprightlinefs, and every virtuous quality, to 
this harridan, whom you are fo fond of; and have had 
more compliments paid me (even by the bcft poets of 
F 3 the 
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Ac age) without any other ornaments than a few wild 
flowers, than (he ever Iiad in her jewels and (pangles, 
which glitter about her autumnal countenance, and 
yfluch (by the way) ftie has only borrowed (if not pil- 
fered) from an illufMous friend of minej* wfiich, 
however, Ihe never appears in but clandeftinely, bdt^ 
alhamed to wear them in his prefence or in mine. 

" In fhort, fir, if I could once detach you from this 
£tluq>ian queen, (as Dr. Young calls her 1^ way of 
fheer) I have the vanity to think that my charms, fuch 
as they are, would make a pn^>cr impreflioa on. your 
heart, and you would be unwilUi^ to pafs a fingle day 
without feeing me; and I will venture to fey, you 
would receive more pleafure, as well as improvement, 
from the company to which I could introduce you, 
than from your prefcnt connexion. I am a particular 
acquaintance and friend of thofc celebrated and accom- 
plifhed young ladies whom you ufed to talk of when 
you came from fchool, called, as an honourable diitinc- 
tion, " The Nine Siftersi"t who, though no great 
fortunes, are as much courted and carefled as any 
youi^ women in the kingdom, of their humble rank 
and retired way of life. 

" I muft 

* Tbe fun. f Aurora Mufi* Amii^ 
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** I muft confe{s, indeed, that I am much Ids in 
vogue amongfl pcopk in high life than I was formerly i' 
and am feidom feen at the court epd of the town, ex- 
cept by the Marchionefs of B — , the Countefs of C — ^ 
Mrs. M — , and a few more ladies of fuperior fenfe, and 
of a literary mm. Nay, I am forry to fay that of late 
I meet with but little refpciS even in the city, except by 
feme of the loweft and moft induftrious of the inhabi- 
tants 1 fo that I now fpend moft of my time amongft 
the honeft laborious pcafants in the country; who, I 
hgpe, for their own fake a$. well as that of the CQin* 
munity, will continue to regard me," 

I liftened with attention to her difcourfe; and, not- 
withAanding the few fallies of refentment, which only 
added fpirit to her features, I was charmed with the cha- 
rafter of native fweetnefs which appeared in her coun- 
tenance; and havmg now recolleiaed fomething of her 
perfon, I faid, with fome confiiTion, " that I was forty 
I had fo long been deprived of hra- vifits, and (bould 
be happy to renew my acquaintance; and added, that 
I now remembered havii^ often feen her in my youth, 
and that my mother ufed to call her * her dear Aurora ;' 
but having unhappily got acquainted with the widow 
HecatilTa in town, I owned Ihe had engrofled too much 
of my time and attention; that for the future, how- 
cyer, I hoped to fee her often, and would take efFe£lu4 
care 



;;i.Goo*^le 



[ 7» ] 

care to have .her admitted, whenever (he would cc»i^ 
defccod to honour me with her vifits." 

I was gdng on, when a glow of Tplendour, like the 
riling of the fun, Ihone around her, and fli^hed in my 
&cei and Ihe vanlfhed Irom my fight. 

I drew my curtains more clofely round me ; turned 

from the window; went to fle^ again — till noon . 

and have not feen the &ir Aurora lince. 
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GRAND PROCESSIONl 



CEDENT AKMA TOGJE! 



RETURNING lately from a tour to the Lakes 
in Cumberland, I flept at a great manu&£hirii^ 
town in the North j and the next morning, having 
viewed every thing which was thought curious in tlic 
place, I ordered my horfes to proceed on my joum^; 
when my landlord afked me, if I would not ftay to lee 
flic proceffioh i What procefflion, faid I ? " Why, fir, 
there has lately been eftablifhed here a fodety, called 
the true and reffeifahU Taytars; and to-day they have 
ihor firft grand feaft, and walk in proceflion to hear a 
fermon at the great church." * What is the intentioit 
of this fodety?' £ud I to my holt? " Why, fir, partly 
to rafc a fund for the fupport of their decayed bre- 
thren of the thimble; and partly to refcue their pro- 
jeffiott from the contempt and lidicule, which is lb 
ofteiij 
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often, and fo unjuftly, levelled at fb ufeful a branch of 
the community. 

As I fuppofed this to be an humble imitation of the 
Society of Free-Mafons, of wtich I have the honour 
to be an unworthy member, 1 thought there might be 
fomething humorous in fuch a cavalcade, and accord- 
ingly llayed to fee it. 

At the head of the procelTion there vralked a very 
young divine in his canonicals; whom, 1 found, they 
had cliofen in preference to the reitor, becaufe his name 
was Taylar. On his left hand walked the prefidcnt, a 
portly figure! dreOed more like a general officer than 
a mafier-taylor ; having an immenfe hat on, cocked 
with an air of terror and defiance ; his coat, with old- 
^ifhioned lUSened Ikirts and lai^e fleeves, lined with 
crimfon (ilk, and adorned with gold buttons. After 
them walked the whole fraternity; but intermixed, as 
I vras told, with fome few woollen-drapers, as between 
them and the taylors there is generally fuppofed to be 
a fympatbetick connexion, or fellow-feeling. In the 
midtl of the cavalcade walked the (iandard-bearer, with 
the Sag panted with the arms of the merqhant-taylors ; 
namely, a tent between two mantles, lined with ermine; 
a lion in chief, to Ihew that even a taylor can be valiant 
on occafiopi but a lamb for their creft, to denote the ' 
general 
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general mceknefs and pacilkk chara£tct of thrir pro- j^ • 
fellion. The camels for thdr fuppartcrs> probaUy >< V^ &^>/ 
allude to the materials formerty made life of iat but- »! § 

tons, called mohair, which is chiefly the hair of the , — if'jOx 

camd. f»t>.rtr3- 

When we came to the church, the young curate bad Q^ 
feleifited [^ms and leilbns proper for the occalton, and ^' ^**'''*-' 
had taken his Kxt from St. Paul's epiftle to the Ro-^'-t>*>^5 *t 
mans : " fC^emnant ftiall be fiivcd." As this wajA ^*<''^^'*^ 
the firft fennon preached beibre the Company, it was^«>-^ //^-* 
chieBy hiftorical; but I was Ibny to hear the preacher>^^„.^£„ Ji^ 
before a fodety founded on brotherly love and ^^^i^ty, A^^ v 

beg?n with farcaftical reflections on our much more re-. / . — — 
- fpedable fociety of " free and accepted Mafons," He * ^■^^ *** 
faid, there was a certain uyiart, pragmatical fet of peo- , ^ Irc^M*^ 
pie, called Free-Mafons, who pretended to claim the ^ 4 **^4^^iu 
precedence, in point of antiquity, to the refpedable*^ »mLJ^ 
body of Taylors ; but if any of them could read, (faid -^ ^ j^ 
the pedantick prig) let them look into the very b^n- / *-tiS) 
ning of their bible, and they will find that Adam made j^ ^/ 
ute (^ a ntedit for fewing many ages before we hear any _ j^ 

thing of trowels or building. And as for their Temple jftw 
of Solomon, which they fo profanely introduce on aAfi*. U^^^fX- 
Accafions; have they never heard how many years ihefc*- ^ o-Ci<t- 
Jvfis worfhipped in tents or tabernacles, before the / *■ * /^ 
Temple of Solomon had aJiy cxiftencc J— He proceeded ^^ ^^ ^ ^ 
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to Ii^ in St. Paul, as an ornament to their focicty, 
bccaufe he was a tent-maker; though he might as well 
^have introduced Saint Crifpin as a taylor, becaufe he 
was faid to have been a Ihoe-maker. 

In Ihort; I was fo much difgufted with the young 
man's pertnefs, that I was Hipping towards the door 
to make my efcape, when a fort of tipAaff came up, 
and whifpered to me, that the preHdent, Teeing I was a 
ftiai^er, deTired I would honour them with my com- 
pany at dinner. I was pleaTed with die compliment, 
lat out the fermon, and accordingly attended them at 
the entertainment, which was provided for them at 
an hotel. 

The iirft courie was fumptuous, .though rather fub- 
flantial than elegant : there was iilh and fowl of many 
forts j a fine Yoridhire ham, and a rump of beef > and 
between every two difhcs, cabbages or cucumbers, 
dreilcd in different manners, boiled, ftewed, pickled oc 
prefervcd; and, in the middle of the table, an immenfe 
red cabbage of a beautiful appearance, near to which 
the flag and other en%ns were placed. 

The lecond courie, amongl^ other things, amflf^ 

of a dozen of fmall-birds at the top, drefled with thdr 

feathers on the head and wings, which Ihewed them to 

be 
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be goldfinches, called in that country " proud tajhrs ■" 
at the bottom, and on each fide, were a green-goofe 
and green-peafe, which pun I was not forry to fee re- 
peated, as it is a diih I am particularly fond of. 

As I was feated near the chaplain, I took an oppor- 
tunity after dinner of expoftulating with him, in a jocu- 
lar manner, on the feverity with which he had treated 
the Free-Mafons. — '■'■ Why, (faid the doiftor) I have no 
objeiflion to any focial meetings, which are conducted 
with fobriety and decency, efpecially fuch as have {o ' 
good an objefl in view as tlic prefent has; but I am 
provoked to have a ferious affair and a myftcry made 
of what every one knows to be a mere farce, as Free- 
Mafonry is." [I found he himfelf knew nothing t£ 
the matter.] I then a^ked him, if he had feen a very 
ii^enious treatife, lately publilhed, on free-mafonry \ 
" Yes, replied he; and the author had better have called 
itatreatife on rope-dancing; which, as Dr. Johnfon 
humorouHy proved, comprehends all the cardinal vir- 
tues, (Prudence, juftice, temperance, and fortitude:) 
for the treatife you mention is only an ingenious dif- 
courfe on morality and religion. And if virtue mull 
be laid to be founded on Mafonrj^ becaufe, in a figura- 
tive fenfe, it depends on rule and proportion; it may 
as well be faid to be founded on a taylor's meafure, and 
a pair of breeches may be an emblem of modelly. 
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and a lirtout of charity, as it often « covers ft mtihi^ 
tude t^Gns." 

To get a truce to the doilor's ridicule, I afked the 
Frefident, whether their fociety had any fecret^ which 
^y communicated to their initiated members, as the 
Free-Mafons had: "Yes, fir, anfwered the Do<£t(»', 
{who I found was the champion of the company) the 
taylors have many and more important fecrets than 
the pretended Roficruciany^frr-rj of the Free-Mafons i 
their ccelefbal cubej their immortal carbuncleor pyramid 
of purple fait, more radiant than the fun in its meridian 
glory; which are no more to the purpofe, than the red 
cabbage which you faw in the middle of the table. 
But thefe " refpeilabU taylors" communicate, to the ini- 
tiated, the true and important fecrets of the trade founded 
on mathematical principles, for the ufes of common 
life ; how to cut out a fquare piece of doth, with the 
moA advantage to themfelves as well as to their cuHo- 
mers, into elliptical circles, parallellc^rams, parallello- 
pipcdons, and all the variety of dimeniions necef&iy 
to make a coat or a pair of breeches." 

I fuffered the orator to harat^e without interrupt 
tion, when a young member, who fat near the prefident^ 
waxing mellow, began fpouting Hamla : 

"But 
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" To tell the fecrets of my prifon-hoafe, 
" I could a tale onfold, whofe lighted word 
*' Would harrow up thy foul." 

ThePrefident, a IMe fore, called him "to order!" 
But the chaplain, now alfo a little elevated, faid, " Why, 
Mr. Prefident, I belie%'e there are fotne fecrets of your ' 
prifori-houfe, called hell^ (where, I am told, you now 
and then flip a remnant of cloth) which oug^t not to 
be difclofed. I had my pulpit hung with black, doth, 
•with which my taylor (not any one of this honeft fra- 
lernityj made me indeed a coat and waiftcoat, but fo 
fcanty, that I could not wear them; and brouglit me 
home a rag or two, not enough to make a pinculhion. 
But half a year after I faw my gentleman in a hand- 
fome blade waillcoat and breeches,, which a difcarded 
journeyman afliired me was a renmant of my eleemo- 
Ijnary pulpit-doth. 

A droll fellow now began to ling, in no very melo- 
dious voice, the old fong, 

" A noker and a taylor, 

" A foldicr and a failor, 
*' Were Mice at deadly ftrife, fir, 
f To make a maid a wife, fir, 

" Whofe name was buxom Joan, 4c." 
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And as moft of the fraternity began to be very obftre- 
pcrous, and the waiter came raand to colled the ordi- 
nary, 1 paid my half-crown, and was taking leave of 
Mr. Prefident, when, towards the bottom of the table, 
was heard a great uproar. My landlord, it feems, 
without acquainting the Prefident, had introduced a 
little weefel-faced fellow; who, though he had eaten as 
much as nine taylors, refufed to pay more than one 
ihilllng for his ordinary and extraordinaries. He faid, 
he had dined at mod of the Revolution Clubs in 
London, and had much better dinners at that price, 
and would pay no more. 

The waiter defired to refer it to the prefident. — " I 
do not care a loufe for the prefident, fays the ftranger j 
all mankind are equal, and I infift upon ' the rights of 
maui' and will not give up my unalienable liberty of 
getting a dinner, wherever I can meet with it." 

The waiter urged, that the fociety had agreed, and 
ordered a dinner at fo much a head. The flranger faid, 
*' w hdy of men could bind another to what he had 
not given his confent," Befides, an agreement made 
before dinner may be broken after dinner: a man may 
fee reafons,\vhen his belly is full, which he could not 
iee on an empty llomach. ■■ 

This 
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This extraordinary do6hiiie bong uttered with feme 
enqthafis, the chaplain, who was an orthodox ion of the 
church, £ud, in a loud whifper, that he fiuided it was 

Dr. P t~yindifguife: " No, fir, fays the flrangor, 

I am not Dr. P t^-y, I rdpetS the Dodor as a [rfulo- 

fbpher and a divinej he has madefru enough with the 
leorets of nature, and with the mjfttrin of rd^(Hi( 
but he does not come up to my ftandard in politicks: 
my name is Thomas P — nej and I do not care who 
knows it!" 

*' What bufincfs have you amongft a company of 
taylofB, then, ciics one of them, and will not pay your 
reckoning?" 

** Sir, I am a brother of the thirties and a Etay- 
■ maker by trade; which, finrely, is liipcrior to a Taylor; 
as you all acknowledge the fovere^ty of your wives 
and miflrefies over thrir hufbands or keepers." 

. This roufed the fpirit of the whole ftatemity; who, 
Aarting up like the foldiers of Cadmus, inAantaneoufly^ 
each man with bis arms a-kimbo declared, no woman ' 
in ChriHendom fhould rule him. T\iit Prefident like- 
wife, clapping on his KhevenhuUer hat, and liiatching 
up the ftandard, faid, he would be glad to fee the wo- 
man that Ihould dare to controul him : this was echoed 
G by 
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by every man, from the top to the bottom of die table ; 
and the tumult became fo noify, that in rulhed a whole 
body of Amazons ; who, thiaking their beloved fpoufes 
had enjoyed their liberty and their jollity long enoi^^ 
had o3me, as if by confent, to the hotel, and each'of 
them f»zing upon her lorj and mafier^ dragged him 
off in triumph, and difperfed the aflembly. ' 
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MORAL CHARACTERS 



THEOPHRASTUS. 



'T~'HEOPHRASTUS's Moral Charaaers, muti- 
-^ lated as they are come down to us, are Ibme of 
the mo{l curious remains of antiquity. Having been 
written two thoufand years fince, they are a proof that 
humao nature was always the fame; and that tlie hmc 
d^ree of civilization will produce the fame ftate of 
manners, the fame vices and follies, in every age and 
in every country. DllTimulation and flattery, imperti- 
nence ar.d impudence, are the growth of every climate. 
The newfmonger of Theophraftus is to be met with 
ia our metropolis, and in almoft every provincial town; 
but the peculiar prevalence of this charafter at Athens, 
where the author reprefents them as fpending their 
whole time in the porticos, and other places of publick 
refort} confirms St. Paul's account of the Athenians in 
G 2 his 
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his time ; " iliat they employed tbcmlelves in nothing 
" but in hearing and telling fome new thing." So in- 
tent were theTe politicians, on getting a crowd about 
them in the publick baths,* to commiinicate their in- 
telligence} that " their clothes were frequently ftolen 
from them by (harpers;" and, while they were taking 
- towns and gaining viifiories, they were probably at a 
lofs for a dinner. 

Some of thefe chara^ers, however, arc not fuflidcntly 
diTcrinunated, but might have been ranged under the 
fame heads i as, thofe upon flattery and wheedling, (as 
an old ttanflation cails it) thofe upon garrulity and lo- 
quacity, and fome few others. 

As I have obferved in many inftances, where the 
idiom <rf the Greek langu^ approaches nearer to the 
£n^ilh dian the Latin or any other of the dead lan- 
guage, a trandation nearly literal might beft expre& 
the fcnfe of the original, I have attempted one or two 
charaaers, to fatisfy the curiolity of the mere Engliih 
reader. 



• lAke our Coffte-houfes. 
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GARRULITT. 

Garrulity is a prc^ienllty to be prating incd&ntly 
on imintcrdHng fubje^s. A garrulous man, or pra- 
ting fellow, is one who, if he happens to lit next to a 
mere ftranger, beg^s with an encomium on his own 
wife.. He then entertains him with the particulars 
of his laft night's dream: he next recounts every 
difh that he had for dinner the preceding day. In the 
progrefs of his volubility, he obferves how much more 
wicked men are in this age than in the former: tliat 
com was very cheap in the market to-day; and that 
there arc a great number of ftrangers in town : that foon 
after the feaft of Bacchus,* the fhips might &fe]y put 
to fea: that if it pleafed God to fend fomc rain, the 
fruits of the earth would come on finely : ttiat he in- 
tends to plough up his ^low field next year; but that 
the times are hard, and that it is difficult fw a man to 
live in the world. 

He then tells you, that Damippus exhibited the 

brgell torch at the myfleries of Ceres; and informs 

you the exai£t number of the columns in the theatre 

built 

' The gmter Bacchanalian feftival, celebrated in fpring. 
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built by Pericles. I took an emettdc yellerday, he 
(ays ; and pray what day of the month is it to-day t * 

In {hort, if you have patience to liftcn to him, you 
will never get rid of him ; but if you would avoid a 
fever, make your elcape from fuch fellows with all 
poflible fpeed, for there is no bearing with people, who 
have not fenfe to diAii^ilh between leafons of bufinefs 
and of leifure. 



0/ DISTRUST; 



A SUSPICIOUS TEMPER. 

This fulpicious temper inclines us to fufpei^ every 
one of an intention to inipofe upon us. A tnan of 
this temper, if he fends his fervant to market to buy 
provilions, will difpatch another fervant, to enquire how 
much he paid for them. If he travels with a fum of 
money in his pocket, he will Hop every half mile to 
reckon how much it is. As he lies in bed, he afks his 
wife 



* He alludes to feveral other feftivalt, and cxemplitieB St. 
Paul's opinion of them. " Ye men of AtheM ! I perceire that 
in all thing) jre are too fgperflitioos." 
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wife whether fhe has (hut the great chcft, and locked the 
trunk carefully; and whether the bar was put to tlie 
outward-door ? And, though the aflures him that all is 
Ja^ he ncverthelcfs will leap out of his bed, and without 
his cloaths, and bare-footed, light a lamp, and go all 
round the houfe, and examine every particular; and 
even then can hardly compofe himfelf to fleep. 

When he goes to receive the interefl of thofc who 
owe him money, he takes witneflcs with him, that they 
may not deny the debt for the future: if he fends his 
coat to be fcoured, he never enquires for the moft Ikil- 
ful workman, but one that will give him the befl fecu- 
lity for returning it again: if a neighbour comes to 
borrow fome drinking glajfes* of him, he is very un- 
willing to lend them ; or if he does, he is never at rell 
till he has got them remmed : he bids his flave that 
attends him walk in his light before him, to prevent 
his running away : if a gentleman buys any thing of 
him, and bids him place it to his account i " No, fir, 
plcafe to lay down the money, for I fhall not he at 
leifure to fend after it." 
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UNPLEASANT MANNERS; 



TROUBLESOME FELLOWS. 

This is a kind of intercourfe, tbcn^h not abfo- 
lutely injurioua, yet extremdy irldbmc and fatiguing. 
A troublefome fellow is one who will go into your 
chamber, when you are juft fallen to fleq>, and awake 
you, merely to have fome idle converiatioa mth 
turn. And vrbea a friend is gcung a voyage, and juft 
ready to fet fail, he will go to him, andb^ him to ftay 
dll they have taken a little walk tt^ether. He will take 
a child from its nurfe, chew fome meat and feed it, dan- 
dle it in his arms, and talk nonfcnle to it; and, in the 
midft of diimer, tells you that he took a doCe of heUe- 
bore, which operated powerfully upward and down- 
wards;* and that after taking a little l«oth, he vmded 
a great deal of black bile. He frefuentfy ajks\ his 
mother before company, what day fhe brought him into 
the world ? He tdls you what fine cool water he has in 
bis dflem ; and that his g^irden produces great plenty 
of 



w luti xak. t AtiMf, a terrible fellow. 
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of excdient and tender cabbages; and that bis houle is 
as open to all llrangers, as an inn upon the road } and 
when he has company, he introduces hi; parafite as a 
iacetious fellow, and duiingthe entertainment, bids him 
exert himfelf and divert the wmpany." 

As the manners (^ the Athenians, at this period^ 
were highly polifhcd, Theophrafhis mull have takeu 
many of theTe chara^ers from the lower drdes : he 
was turned of ninety (it is iippotei) when he wrote 
them: he was the fcholar and Aiccellbr of AriAotle, in 
his fdxxil. Menandcr availed himfelf c^ thefe cha- 
nStecs, 
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METRO-MANIA; 
©N A RAGE FOR RHYMING. 

. " The gravefi bird that wings the Iky, 
" His talcDts at i/onj will try." 

Anuhvm. (See the title-page.) 



IN every civilized (and peiiiaps uncivilized) nation of' 
the world, there has fprung up once in an'age, fiip- 
pofe, fome exalted genius ; who, confcious of his ewn 
powers, has' profefled himfelf a ^r/e/? of the Mufesj* 
devoted himfelf to their fervicc, boldly laid claim to their 
in^iration, and has been univerially honoured with the 
refpe^ble name of peel; fuch were Homer, Vir^, 
Tailb, Milton, and fome few others. 

There have likewife been, in everj' age, men of parts ; 

who, making peotry their chief Ihidy, without afpirii^ 

to the fummit of PamalTus, have entertained and in- 

ftniaed 

> Mulaniin Sacerdos. Hon. 
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ftniAed mankind, by their didafUck and moral poems ; 
fuch as Hefiod, Horace, Boileau, Dryden, Pope, and 
many others of that charaiScr. But there have been 
many more, particularly in our own country, who, 
tniflaking a (Irong inclination for geitiui, have unhappily 
paid their omrt to the muTes : but, fenfible at length 
of their own mediocrity of talents, have thought it nc- 
ceflary to make apologies for induing fo idle a pro- 
penfityj yet, by a (Irange infatuation, perfevere in a 
practice which they affed: to condemn. 

Indeed, fi^m what I have, even from my childhood, 
experienced in myfelf and obfervcd in others ; in the m<^ 
illiterate as well as thofe of the moH improved under- 
ftandingsf this propenlity feemg fo general, that I am 
almoftiriclined to pronounce man " a r^ym/n^, as well 
as a reafoning animal." The rude efforts of the un- 
taught multitude tend to prove, and the occafiooal 
eSiifions of more enlightened minds, to confirm, the 
juftnefs of this definition. The chief diff^ence be- 
tween a man of fenfe, and a coxcomb, in this refpeifl> 
feems to confift in the extent of their indulgence in this 
fi^volous occupation. A man whofe imagination pre- 
vails over his judgment, is apt to make rhyming his 
ferious employment; while a fenfible man makei it the 
amulement only of a Idfure hour, and never fuffers it 
to interfere with his more important puriiuts. 

Yet, 
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Yet, though we juffly ridicule a mere riiymer, we 
mxf be thankM that we have been prelerved from a 
ccmtagion, with which more or icfs, as I obferved, feme 
of the wilell nien in all ages have been infe^ed : phi- 
lofophers, ilatefmenj lawyers, aitd divines, have.occa- 
fionally felt fymptoms of this epidemical difeafe. 

We need not have rccourfe to the remoto' periods of 
Greece or Rome, to the examples of Solon, Plato, and 
ev«n the wife Socrates: to thofe of Scipio, Lelius, and 
Cicero: in a later ^ra, the amiable Pliny the conful; 
who, befides bis high office, had fo many more ufefiil 
accompliOiments to value himli^lf upon, fpe^ with 
much felf-complacency of a volume of hendecafylla* 
bles, which be had publilhed, and which fome Greeks, 
then reGding at Rome, had fet to muiick : though, if 
he has gjven us a fair fpecimen of them, they were at 
bod as TuUy's well-known jingje : 

" 0\ fertunaiam matam, me Confulc Romam!* 
" How yappj bapfeiuJ Rome to be, 
" Bleft with a Conful thos like me!" 



• Though Tully has been ridiculed for that (probably)cxtem- 
pore line; fome people hive thought, that, if he had cultivated 
hii tafte for poetry, he would h;ive made no bad figure in that ■ 
hnnch. Hit poem on his countryman C. Mariua wai much 
admired by Atticua and other good judges. A middling oratw 
might probably miLe a tolerable poetj but he had better exercife 
hia luogi ai an aufUoneer, than in fpouting hii own heroic. 
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But our own country and more modem times, will 
fumilh us with fuffident inHances of tbc fafdnatisg 
cbarms of metre. , 

Amongft the illiterate we may reckon John Bunyan; 
who, not contented with having produced his univer- 
My admired, or^al work of the Pilgrim's Prc^rfe, 
hat exhitnted his talent at .rhyming, in a [wdace of 
five pages : 

*■ Some {sad, John, print it; othen laid not To! 
"Some laid, it might do good; others laid no 1" 

In the fame rank of literature, thou^ of much fupc- 
hor poetical abilities, our own rimes fupply us with 
examples without number. 

But in the moft highly culrivated underflandings, tbu 
barren weed has occalionally fprung up in the midft of 
more valuable produ£tions. 

Not to mentbn our Bolingbrokes, our Pulteneys, 
our Cheflcrfields, and Nugents, and many others i* 
ittece is hardly a great man now living, but has in his 
youth, and perhaps in the zenith of his power and im- 
portance, Iported with the Mufes. Archbilhops and 
bifhops. 



* See Dodky*! Wfcelhnies paObn. 
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lufhops, fhtefmen and lawyers; who have figured in 
the miniHry, or prefided in the courts of JutUcature; 
many of whom, if it were decent or neceflary, I could 
readily enumerate,* 

Thefc reflections were fu^eded by reading the late 
philofophical Dr. Berkenhdtit's letters to his fon; in 
which, aft^ Tome levcre refle.Etioo$ on our publkk 
.fchoots and univerfities, (which however, by the way, 
the good DoAor fhews to be undeTerved) and in the 
midil of a moll ferious lei£hire on his fim's moral and 
religious conduft, the Doctor concludes with inviting 
him to dinner, in a long epillle in rhyme, with the alii' 
teration in which the reader will be diverted ; 

•' Tot Triimpingtoa tramping, to dine with the Doflor, 
'* Which fure yoo may do, without fear of the Proflor, iic. 
But 



• SirW. BI-lt!lone, notwithftandlngthe " Lawyer's buvwcll 
to his Mufe," (fee Dodllcy'a Mif.) could ,not forbear now and 
then fomc little dalliance with the enchanting nymph, when hii 
admirable Commentaries had dlablilfaed his fame, and Iccurcd 
him univerfal applaufe. 

f The Doflor lived in Mr. Anftey'a houfe at Trumpington, 
near Cambridge} whom he compliments as the author of " The 
Bath Guide;" but forgets that hia poetical is not the only valu- 
able part of that gentleman's charaAart 
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But I do not produce thefe refpei^iable examples, as an 
adequate excufe for my own offences in the lame kind: 
nor is it a fufficient plea, that becaufe a nght reverend, 
or a right honourable perfonage, has in his youth 
written a few good verfcs, I fhould, in my old age, be ' 
fcribbling fo many bad ones. The only ufefijl infer- 
ence which I can draw from the premifes, is to caution 
young people from indulging fo unprofitable a purfuit; 
as an habit of rhyming, like any other habit, as drunk- 
ennefs or fornication for inftance, increafes by indul- 
gence; and though it may not bring us to the pillory, 
it will tad or hQ, it is to be feared, bring us to fhamc. 
Indeed, if as Swift obferves this tendency to rhyming 
be a morbid fecretion from the brain, it may be as dan- 
gerous to check the humour too fuddenly, as to ftop up 
a defiuxion or cold in the head by violent medicines ; 
but let us at lead attend to what Epedlltus fays of thofe 
that t6ll their dreams ; which is applicable to thofe who 
write veries : " Never tell thy dreams, fays that philo- 
fopher; for though thou mayll take a pleafure in telling 
them, another will take no pleafure in hearing them !" 

" Nee loTiIIe pndet, fed non incidere ludom." Hor. 
" Bluflt not in youth, to fport in rhyme, 
*• Bnt pray, my fncnd, leave off in time." Ahonym. 
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POSTCRIPT. 
THIS Metro-mania b not peculiar to our own 
times or our own country: the learned Jefuit Strada 
made the fame complaint, in the 1 6th century, at Rome. 

" Nulliu bodie mortaliOm aut naTdtur aut morituri aut 
prxliatiirancruAicatur; aut peregriabitautredit; autaw^/t 
aut eft, aat non eft; (nam etiam moituia ifti canunt) cui 
iUi non extempld cudant epicedia, genethiaca | protreptica 
pan^yiica; epithalamia, vaddnia; prepemptica,'' (btericai 
panepelicai ngenias, nugai. — Proluf. Academ. 

" No mortal in this age )$ either bom or dies ; or num/j ; 
or goe* \a war, or goes into tlie country j or goes abroad, or 
retuAthtHnci'or in fhort, either exifts or doea not exift) (fiir 
•ven to the dead they £ng) for whom tbele rhymcn do 
not- immediately compofc thor birth-day odea i thdr elegieaj 
ih'^TepiibalaJitiumti their admoDitory, and exhortat<»7,thdr 
panegyrical and prophetical rhymes ; tbnr congratnlatioiu and 
funeral fongi; and triftei of every denomination." 
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POETICAL: 



A NEW TRANSLATION 

OF 

Hold/worth's Mujcvpula, 
ORIGINAL PIECES. 
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PREFACE. If 
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A/TR. HOLDSWORTH's Mufdpuh, thou^ fo 

■'■*-^ exquilite a piece of humour in the ori^nal, yet 
depends fo much on the ingenious appUcation of ex- 

preJIions from the Claflicks, that no tranflation can do ^ ^ 

itjultice. Dr. Hoadly's, in blank veife, ^ves the -7\ < 

lenle, but not the leaft idea of the fpirit and force of '-^^ ■^ 
die original. Whether the following attempt will have ) t \ 

better fuccefs, it is impoffible for me to judge. A man -5 T i 

may pleafe tumfelf in humming a tune, yet afford no 
pleafure to bis company. 

J < 1 - 

As I am myfelf a Welchman 1^ my mother's fide, .^ ^ ■ * -r'i 

and am poflefled of a pedigree of the Morgans' family ,, i ^ v' ^ 

five yards long; and can prove my defcent from a ^ . "^ t;, k 

knight of King Arthur's round table; no one I trul^ j^ « ); -; 

mil fufpcA me of any difrepc^tful intenuon, towards n ^ ^ 

that ancient race of Britons, in an attempt to make 4 '^ N^ ^: 
the Mufcipula more extcnfively known. v>r(,*»Mt «t^ i-M iL 

General reflections on bodies of men, on nations, or 44^1^ jo^^t*^*^ 
pnrfcfSonSj are univerfally condemned. But as for^ A.K.Zi-**-^^'^-*^ 
H 2 common- ii«^-<. /c^-W — 
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common-phce jokes, 2. lenCble man will join perhaps 
in the laugh, if the >vit deTerve if^ yet, with a confd- 
ous fuperiority, will pity the abfurd prgudices of thofe 
that adopt them; who, however, are feldom aftuated 
by any worfe paffion than an ambition of being witty 
upon the moft eafy terms. 

N. B. I have omitted a few lines, which deferibe 
theftru^re of the moufe-trap: which, though ex- 
pFe0ed in el^;ant Latin, would make no figure in Eng- 
lilhi and, if the reader has ntver Jeen a moufe-trap, 
be would have but a faint idea of it, from a poedcal 



defcription. / /j , /j 
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THE MUSCIPULA 



MR. HOLDSWORTH. 



A KEW TRAKSLATION. 



THAT Britifh MountMneer, whofe llffewd device 
Firft forg'd coercive bonds for pilfering mice i* 
Th' infidious Trap's inexlricaUe fete, 
And all its various wiles, oh Mide, relate ! 
And thou, great Smntbian\ Phccbus, aid my Ibt^: 
To thee, dread foe to mice ! thele lays bdong, 
And, from the Cambrian mountains, deigp to chufe 
Another Pindas; while th' adventurous mufc 



* Monticolant Britoncm, qui primus viiuula miui - 
Fiiudt, et ingEniofo ocdufit carcerc murem, 
LeUialefque dolos et incMricabila fatuiHi 
MuTa refer ^^^—^— &c. 

i* So called from his deflroying the nice, that infelled tliM 
fart -of Fbiygia. How. 
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Delights to fport in tra^-comic verfe. 

And fam'd exploits in humble (trains rehearie. 

Hoftile to man.the moufe, who long had rdgn'd, 
By fear unaw'd, by danger unreftrain'd i 
Inur'd to rapine, his clandeftine trade 
Daimtlefs purftied, and direful havock made ; 
In every lufcious dilh he dipt his nofe, 
Skipt to and fro, and ^rted with his foes. 
Nor doors, nor bolts, his ravages rdlrain, 
Strong walls and pye-cruft were oppos'd in vain; 
A foe domeftick, an unbidden gueft. 
The little thief intrudes at every feaft. 
He ate his way, where entrance was denied; 
With unbought dainties by his tooth fupplicd. 
But, while throughout the globe this peft prevaii'd, 
Cambria with ten-fold grief his thefts bewail'd. 
She in her bowels nurs'd the dire difeafe. 
For Cambria daily finelt of toafled cheeTe. 
And, not content to nibble, many a moufe 
Had here fcoop'd out a comfortable houfe ; 
Here dwelt and batten'd, and fecurely flept. 
And undiAurb'd, his lawlels revels kept. 

With indignation fir'd, the Cambrian race 
Ran wildly o'er their hills, from place to place : 
While various ftratagems their thoughts eng^e„ 
They fret, they ftorm, their bofotns bum. with rage; 
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For Cambria's fons are ever prone to ire: . 

You'd fwear, their fouls,* with fulphur tii^'d, took fire. /»,crUt-l t^ &j^ 

As rage fuggefted, 'tis at length decreed, A*»^*^/^'*T/*' 

Jxift vengeance muft take place— the foe muft bleed} -zSl d/^yfj^^'j'^'. 
But how, or when ? What proje<a, who can find; ^'^^''^Z' "^JTi. 
"Whatvnly fhare, this cautious thief can bind? '**^if^^^^^ji 

Devoted Wales! The cat, though much thy inend, 'f^*'^^^;^ -^ 
Thy cheefe, alas I no iM^er can defend : ^^Ot^A^f/AJ 

Before thecavom's mouth, though nig^t and day, Ae/y'^T"*^'^ 
With look demure, flie watches for her prey; ^Wd-m^j'-^ 

With fiient foot or, creeping, to furprifc /-<**^ 

The little caitiff: he f« refuge flies 
And fits fecurely in his winding dome, 
Where cats of portly bulk can never come: 
Nor dares peep out, or new excurfions try. 
While murderous foes in treacherous ambufh lie. 

r- Thus, when great "JuUm had the world fubdued. 
And through the Britifh iflc his foes purfued; 
The Welch, if mice with Welchmen may compare, 
Amidfl thdr rocks efcaped the fhocks of war ; 
Safe in th^ native bulwarks, they defy'd 
The arms of Caelar and the Roman pride, 

* — Credaa animoi quaqvt fulphure tinAos. 
That (' quoque" ii Icnmloua ; inliiiuatiiig that the Welch dIc 
biimfione for fome fccm complaint. 
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Bravely tbeypJ^ well difputed field; 
DefpaiT'd to conquer — yet difdaiaed to ^eld: 
Hence his long pedigree the Cambrian boalb, 
Frinueval langu^e, and unconquer'd hoAs. 

When thas the moaCe had long efcaped the pnr 
Of fierce grimalkin; and the Cambrian faw 
No hopes of fuccoUr from his old ally. 
More vigorous meafiirea 'tis relidv'd bi try. 

Where old Menevia,* on the diflant (hwe. 
Laments her ancient grandeur now no mor^ 
Her walls demolifli'd, and her mitre wrong'd, 
A council is conven'dj when thither throi^'d 
Of aged fires, and of Patricians proud, ^^^-voji*'"" 
And, fteam'd with fuJphur, an ignoble ccomi.^^^t.ito^i^^'^ 
An anci«it fage, whofe patriarchal beard, ^^j/^ ^4^*-' ^' ■ 
By goats was envied — as by men rever'd, i,Ji*^ '/*'^^ 
Inveterate fcurf incrufts his fece and hands> ^^**^ 
Confpicuous, 'midll the AUl atlembly Ihnds. 
A fefl there was ; and now, mfinn with ^, ! 

Againft the well-fcnib'd pjl reclia'd the i^', ^ 

And thus began : — deep from his aged throat, 
tVith throttling found burft forth the gutt'ral nottv 
*' 'Tig not for opa\ war, that'here we meet, 
** But (rf a fecrc^ pilfering foe, to treat: 

• NowfeDavidV / / i 



*• Tis not his ftrength or courage that we feel ; 

« He comes not boldly here to" rob — but ftcaL 

« No foreign enemy infefts the land; 

** But a mcffC dangerous inmate we vrlthftand. 

" How loi^, ye gods ! Hill this audacious moule, 

" Still domineer, and pillage every houfef 

** But you, ye Others, to whofe guardian cares, 

" Camlwia loc^ up, in her diArefs'd affairs; 

" Your fagc decrees our fufTerings muft redrefs, 

"'Vind future ages (hall your councils blefs. 

" Your patriot afls pofterity proclaim, 

" And j(Hn with great Cadwallader's your name." 

He fpake; and, rais'd to the alTembly's view. 
Some mouldy fragments 'midfl the rabble threw. 
The rclicks of bafe theft : the fight of thcfc 
Fir'd the brave Cambrians for their plunder'd cheefe' 
Now thirft of vengeance, now the luft of praile. 
Ambitious thoughts in every bofom ralfe, 
Unheard-of foes for mice each w^ht prepares, 
Each head contrives inextricable Ihares. 

Above the reft, illuftrious by his name. 
But TOOK by wit diftinguifli'd than by iame, 
Taffy, the glory of the Cambrian race, 
Whole aSs, unrivall'd, British annals grace: 
The lame a.fenator and blackiinith too; 
Could make a fl(»id Tpeech — or make a IhoC' 
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He thug began; "*' If nuce our'cheefe devour^ 

" Robb'd of their whole repaft they ftarve the poor; 

" Nor will the rich behold, without remorfc, 

'* The want of cheefe to crown their fecond courfe.-^ 

" Since then nor cats nor courage aught avail, cK^t "^ ^ 

** To quell this tnonAcr Cncc all efforts foil ; ^f ' 2r** 

'* The deep, mechanick powers (hall now be tried: rf3 2 

*' V^\i.'ax Jirength denies, by art ftiall be fupplied. * ^^ V 

" If force or fraud the enemy fubdues, '^^^^'^zi^ 

" Who will enquire, what Itratagems we ufef" /^^^ _^ 



ri^ 



Charm'd with his vaunting fpeech, the lift'ning thrDng^^^ ^ 
With fix'd attention on his accents hung: l. 

They humtn'd applaufe, with cheerful hopes infpir'di ^J**'* 
But eager more to learn, their fouls were fir'd, J C-t- 

And round the chief with wifhfiil looks diey fiandj 
And the whole procefs of his fcheme demand. f. 

He fcratch'd his head, for Cambrians wont to fcratcb,/ 
Then thus proceeds the bufinefs to difpatch; 
But grinn'd a ghaftly fmile before he Qx^ 
And from his unlock'd jaws* thefe accmts broke: 
" Laft night, repofing from the toils of day, 
M While ftretch'd at eafe, with wearied limbs, I lay, 
" With fleep profound my heavy eyes oppreft, 
*■ And all my faculties funk down to reft; 

• « Or* refolvens Ulia verba refcrt." 
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« By fteams of checfe, yet unconcot9ed, led, 

" On which that night, as ufual, 1 had fed; 

" Clofe to my lips a moufe the flavour draws, 

" Who boldjy enters my diftended jaws ; 

" Thence Aiding down my throat, the thief, alas! 

*' By l^ealth crept through the ill-defended pafs. 

" My laft night's fupper he attempts to eat, 

" And with crude lumps of cheefe again retreat: 

"' Rous'd from my fleep, within my teeth I fnapp'd, 

*'"J\nd in clofe bonds the ftruggling thief entrapp'd. 

*' Indignant, his efcape he tries in vain, 

" Held in clofe durance by the biting chain. 

" Thus, by experience taught, with joy I found 

" That mice, like men, in fetters might be bound ; 

" And, as my teeth the captive moufe had prefe'd, 

" Some new machine, like that, my thoughts fu^eft. 

" Clofe meditation fhall my fchemc befriend ; 

" And, by my (kill, fliall our misfortunes end. 

" By what myfterious laws, what fecret chain 
" Of caufes ftrange, does heav'n the world fufbin! 
'* The moufe himfelf an antidote has taught 
" To all the mifchiefs which himfelf has wrought 
** Nor would you fure, to learn from foes, difdain, 
" Nor ufeful knowledge ev'n from mice to gain." 

Thus fpake the chief: and to his home withdrew. 
The crowd applaud him, and with prayers purfue 
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'The flattering afpc£l of his counfds bleft, 
And wUh his toils their merited fuccefs. 

Then to their houfes all vnth fpeed retire. 
And tell of thefe glad ddii^ round their fire; 
What blellings were by Taffy's hands decreed: " 
And while with heaven their vows for TafEy plead} 
The cats, prophetic of bleft times to come, , 
With glee unufual fported round the room : 
Nay, if 'tis true, as it recorded Hands, 
The ch^e-curds danc'd beneath the matron's hands. 



Tatfy, meanwhile, who foft repofe denies, 
To head or hand his ufeful labour plies : 
By Pallas, in each curious fcienee fkill'd, 
With art divine the moufe-trap taught to build; 
In form complete, as yet to mortals new. 
The tragi-comic ftrufture rofe to view !• 

Thus a!I things finilh'd Taffy, now prepares 
For haplefs mice inevitable fiiares. 
Theiatal hook fufpends the treacherous bait. 
And ev'n their food by Taffy's arm'd with fote. 
To tempt more widely and to charm the more. 
He adds new ftrength to cheefe — fo ftrong before: 

* The procefs of making i moufe-trap here ofnkted> 
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For flill to make the attra6live flavour higher. 
He toails the fevoury morfel at the fire. 

And now approach'd the memorable night, 
(His work complete) when Tafly with delight 
His weary limbs was folacing in bed; 
His trufty moufe-trap ftation'd at his he^d, 
Sweet flecp indulg'd. The mice, a faucy crew. 
Leap forth, as ufual, and their pranks renew. 
But while they fport beneath night's filent Ihade, 
One more lag^cious, mindful of his trade; 
A moufe of rank ; but, bom the gods his foes, 
Drawn by the grateful fcent that rcach'd his nofcj 
To th' hoftile trap, in evil hour, he hies, 
Whai lo ! admillion the clofe grate denies. 
ProvtA'd at this repulfe, with rage he bums; 
The wir'd maclune on every fide by turns 
With wrinkled nofe explores — and with much pains 
Th' irremeable pafs at length he gains. 
The thoughtlels moufe devours^ the deadly bu^ 
*' Feafts oif his ruin, and enjoys his fete." 

Rous'd by the noife; which, near his [»]low kid. 
The trap, by dropping of its portal made ; 
ftop'd on his elbow, Taffy rms'd his head, 
Then leap'd with joy triumphant from his bed. 
Eager to learn what guell approach'd his houfc; 
,When lo ! appears the little angry moule. 
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With head, with foot, he fi^ts, and vents his rage, 
And, with fell tooth attacks the wiry cage. 
Thus rages in his toils, and drives in vain. 
The Marfian boar to break Iiis hempen chain. 
The waving net his effort clofer draws. 
Sport to the dogs he raves, and from his jaws 
The plenteous foam he dafhes on the fand. 
While OQ his back ereil the briftles ftand. 

Now rofc the morn : — The joyful news to hear 
Down from their rocks th' impatient crowds appear. 
For lo ! the a% or ancient Wrds have lied, ^ 

His ^vity and fioth now laid afide, I '^ ?• ^*"' 

The mountain climbs, more nimble than a goatj 
And like an herald, from tiis rully throat. 
Thee, Taiiy, thrice with honour due he name^ 
And braying thiice the publick joy proclaims. 



The owl, the Cambrian envoy, too, 'tis laid. 
Through all her towns the fetal news convey'd. 
All night (he wanders^ — and with mournful Airidt 
Ag^iinfl their windows dath'd her ominous beak, 
And through each flreet prodaim'd to every houfe,/ 
The fates impending o'er the haplefs moufc. 
" The mountains* now in labour" from thor fides. 
Their fons in crowds, defcend like rufliing tides: 

• See the 7tb book of the JEodd, 640, for due aod many Qf 
tlic imitatiofHi 
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From Pembroke and Mcrvinia* many a clovnif . 
From cra^y hills, elate with joy, ran down: 
And Bangor's'rons, whofe brow the mitre cown'd ; 
And, through the world for Merlin's birth renown'd. 
Old Maridunum : f whom thy fertile vale, 
Glamorgan feeds : or who, on cheefe regale. 
And Vaga'sit waters drink, romantick Aream ! 
With fhudy fwains that from Mon^mcry came. 

Then Tafiy thus, furrounded by the crowd. 
Mis captive foe infults, with accents proud : 
** 'Tis vain to ftnj^le, thief! thy doom's decreed} 
** That thou, Bi& victim ! on my altar bleed. 
** Dreamnot of flight; for know, thy hope is valnj - 
*< Mark of thy guilt, thy blood this trap Ihall ftain. 
" Whoe'er its entrance tempts with evil fbrs,- 
** Shall ne'er mpals th' inexoiable bars : 
** TbfM for thy wicked deeds, nor hope reprieve, 
** Tliy prifoaand thy life at once Ihalt leave." 
Scarce bad he fycke ; when Jo ! th' inlidious cat 
Leap'd from the cottage-thatch, where oft Ihe laC 
Luxurious bafkit^ in the fuimy ray — 
With limbs extended, all a fummer's day. 

The captive Ifded his fee; his prick'd-up ears. 
And gibbous, iMiftling back, exptds'd his fears. 

t Cannuthoi. :( The Wye. 
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He watch'd the cat's approach j and now no more 
Attempli, though open, the fufpended door. 
Back tO'the prifon's utmoft bound he flies, 
Which all his hopes of fafcty now fiippliet: 
With hooked claws he graps his wiry chains. 
And with tenacious feet a while remains; 
Thence fliaken off, he drops, prepared for flight. 
When now the cat, more rapid than the light, . 
Flies on her prey : whom ftruggling to get free. 
Her dole embraces hug; which ill ^;ree 
With her fell purpofe : for with favage art, 
And cruel fport, the tyrant plays her part ; 
No refpite grants; her linuous tail (he plies, 
Expreflive of her joy; now prone ftie lie^ • 

Watching the moufe intent: with harmlefs daw 
She ftrokes his neck, or pate him rnth her paW} 
With wanton fallies thai aloft fhe ^tings, 
While to the earth the trembling vidim clings : 
Eager to tear hun, with fdgn'd love Ihe courts, 
, And wth her prey tyrannically Iports. 

With trifling tir'd, impatient of ddayi 
Grimalkin whets her mfks) and o'er her prey, 
Like a young lion growls : then, dropping gore, 
His quivering limbs wad breathing «ntr^s tcffc. 
The caitiflf's blood, when now the rufticks koi'd. 
With joyftU flwuts Acamlwentairth^rend: 
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Echo, that dwells in Cambria's dofe retreats, 
Wd] pleas'd heriHf the joyful fhouts repeats j 
The fhouts afccnd Plinlimmon's lofty height, 
Brechin and Snowdon in th' applaufe unite. 
The nd^ibowing flars, and Cambria's utmoft bounds, 
And *Offa's dyk^ with clamorous joy refounds. 

But, Ta£^, thou for ages fhalt furvive. 
Thy Trap prderve thy ^orious name alive; 
£v'n now the Cambrian, each revolving year> 
Thy merit celebrates with rural cheer. 
Of Cambria's honour fav'd with rapture Ipeaks, 
And decks his feAive brow with fragrant leeks. 

* If thitbe anand-clinu^— thevigiiuluacconidablcfbriu 




)j„z»,,.C,oo'^lc 
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ORIGINAL PIECES. 
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ADVSRTISEMENT. 

JtUNT ef the foUnving Rhymts wire intended ta ex- 
preft the Author's fenfe ef unmerited civilities> fir vibicb 
it was not in his power to make any other return : if tht 
reader Jbauld chufe to impute them to adulation §r vautjy 
inftead ef gratitude^ the author can only fay y that ht it not 
etnfcieut ofanyfutb motives. 



..y Google 



C "7 1 



LAMENTATION 



mVE'raHATE RHYMER. 



In Life's campaign, amidft the battle's rage, 
Where fevers, palflcs, gouts, and— quackSien^^; 
When I, a puny mortal ! ftill remain, 
Wlule thoulaods fall around me on the plain; 
Have alwxA brav'd it threcTcore years and ten. 
The age allotted to the fons of men : 
When anxious thus I wut heaven's awful doom. 
Stand tronbling o'er the horrors of the tombj 
Shall I the moments waile, inftead of pray'r. 
In jingling rhymes and carolling the fak? 
Forgetting, I no longer am a boy, 
Shall childijh bawbles ftill the man employ? 
What penance for fuch triffing can atone ? 
I feel, and, ah ! with fhame my folly own. 
"* But fome ftrange charm by turns my bofom fires, 
Or fiiendfhip's call with vanity confpires; 
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Some finiUi^ nya^ a^OBtbcriby^bg talks: 
Some friend an e[»log;ue or prol<^ue aiks; 
And, though I vow and pronilc, o'er and o'er> 
To grow more ferious and tranfgr^ no more} 
I find my ftrongeff rdtJulians vain : 
I write, repent, refotve, and write again. 

But, fince fiich rhymes demand no vigorous powos. 
And juA amufe Ae idleft ef trtf hours i 
When rules of health due exercife require, 
Or rains confine me to my pariour fire; 
When deaf my ears, -and eyes refrefhrnent necd^ 
Debarr'd fweet converfe, and forbid to readj 
From ferious bnfinefs, from intndion fiw, 
(Though age and youthfiil froiiclcs iH agree) 
Then fancy, leagu'd with ctiflom, ffitl mvadet, 
And tempts to wanton with tit' Aoman maids ; 
Forgot awhile li&'s more important care?, 
Again Pm caught in their leducing fitares. 

With glootn opprefs'd, whene'er the reftlels mind 
Attempts in fprightlier feenes relief to find; 
When airy vifions thuj my thoughts engage 
I feel no more th' infiniuties of agej 
Difpell'd by momentary gleams of joy. 
Nor anxious fears ncs fancied ills aiuioy: 
Ima^nation youthful days renews, 
And gilds with orient beams life's evming views. 
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Yet tbougb thde toys at intervals intrude, 
Thejr ne'er due thoughts of future hopes exclude. 
Awhile 1 Men to thefe Iportive ftrains; 
But realbn ffill, I truft, my fiyrerogn re^jos. 
Thm^ in my breaft amufement claims its part, 
I'm yet " a fad, good Cfariltiaa at the heart:" 
To virtue and to piety a friend, 
Sii^ on the road — ^yet aiindfiil of its end. 
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PHILOKALUSi 



A PLEA FOR 
UNSEASONABLE GALLANTRY. 



Oft* by the ladies I am told, 

(What long I've known) that I grow oWi 

And ought not thus, at fixty-fix, 

With giddy, gjggling girls to mix : 

That ev'n my compliments but teaze them, 

Though vainly I attempt to pleafe them. 

But, Chloe, not to make you proud. 
The ^ding of yon evening cloud. 
Or luftre of the orient fun, 
Has oft your brilliant charms QUtlhone. 
And, lo ! where'er I turn my eyes, 
Enchanting objei^s round me rife: 
All which were made for our ddight; 
And which it were a fui to ilidit. 



jliiec^yGoOt^le 



If beauties of inferior kind. 

Thus chann> to your's can I be blind. 

Know then, I love each living creature I 
Each pkaling £arm of art ch* nature : 
Et'd lifelefs things cnamoUr'd view, 
(Not with that fondnefs I do you] 
I love a well-proportion'd column; 
A well-carv'd huft; a well-bound volume: 
Each mallcr-iHece c^ every art 
Claims a due portion in my heart : 
Nay more, from charms which all adoure, ^ 
My thoi^hts to heaven itfelf afpire; 
Smit with yeur beauties, lovely maid! 
I fiill want fucit— as ne'er will &de. 
AmidA my cramps and other ibtmge ills, 
I ameagcr to converfe with angels; 
Such angels, as great j4ilton drew. 
More friendly — not more £aa — than you. 

With love extenGve I embrace 
The featber'd or unfeather'd race; 
A peacock I have often fcen 
More charming than Burke's* captive Queen. 



* Queen of France, whofe perfon Mr. Burke fpeak» of witb 
^delerved enihurufm. 



With rapture I behold a Iamb - , 

Sporting around its anxious dam: 

Nay, fuch my love for harmleis creatures, 

That you yourfdf, widi thoTe fine features. 

With gauze your neck, with plumes your beid drs^ 

Are rivall'd by a Robin-red-breaft, «, 

To call it Isvt indeed's tiie ^hion; 
Though oft with mc 'tis pure compaJEoo: 
'Tis pily for their helplefs Aate, 
That not a reptile I can hatej 
But, as with pleafure 1 behold 
The inTei^t, flreak'd with mimidc gold, 
I, as my fellow-creature, greet 
The ihail, that crawls beneath my f«ct 

Thus, Chloe, ev'n my love far yoa 
Has nothing feljilh in its view : 
I love each rural nymph I lee ; 
But don't -expert diem to love me. 
For you, with youtt^ ardour biun; 
But dare not b<^ for a return: 
No : trouble not your head about me, 
But do not ridicule uid Sout me. 

I love my fpanlel and my pointer, 
More than fair or her jwnturc; 
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Though do not wilh them to requite me, 
But only— not to fnarl, or bite me. 

Ah ! do not dierefbre call me fool, 
Nor fend me to Mowfidds* to fchodj 
Becaufe I fcmdly pae an you. 
As every mortal man muft db, 
With admiration and deUght, 
Who is not void of talle— or fight. 
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DO YOUR OWN BUSINESSI 



HER YOUNG ONES. 

A FABLE, 

From A. GELLIUS. 



W HEN autumn now had dcck'd Hxe plain 
With waving crops of golden grain. 
To crown the anxious farmer's care, 
And for iheir harvefl: all prepare: 
A Lark had left her infant brood. 
To range the fields in queil of food; 
But charg'd thein, as conceal'd they Iay» 
(If chance the farmer came that way} 
To lillen what they heard him mention. 
That might difcover his intention, 
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How fo(Hi he meant'to cut his wheat, 
That they m^t thence in time retreat. 
Having her caution thus exprefs'd. 
She left them cuddling in thdr neft — 
But, when retum'd, in wild affright 
They be^d her to remove thatn^t: 
For that the farmer told his fon, 
*Twas time their harvefl was begun; 
And that he'd call his netgbbmrs iiij 
And the next morning would b^^ 

If that be all, the mother faid. 
We need not yet be much aftaid : 
He that depends upon his nnghbour, 
Will find liim fparing of his labour. 
People are flow to ferve thdr friends, 
Unlefs-it anfwers thdr own ends. 

The lark next mOTiung does tiie £un^ 
h^m the careful ^rmer camei 
And, fince his tu'tghbourt thus had us'd him, 
And fo unhandfomely reftis'd himj 
Fiqu'd as he was, be bids his fon 
Ride o'er and alk his uncle John, 
And coufin George, and coufin Tom: 
For they, be faid, would gladly come> 

The young ones now infomi'd the mother. 
The farmer bad en^'d his brathtr; 
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And had refolv'd, without delay. 
To cut his ctxTi the followiog day. 

The mother bade them yet not fear: 
<* Relations, (hotdd they be &rxxTt, 
Hftve feldom been fo pun^ial known 
In others' butineTs, as theirown." 

Accordingly, th^ loving coufim 
Found out excuTcs by the dozens : 
The uncle was not very well, 
And when he Ihould be, could not teU. 
^ q / Thrir coufin George he could not fpaPC} 
,t " "And Tom was gone to Banbury fair. 



u^ /j T. ^^ *** *^ ibny to refute himj 
/i}^ ^rj gy^ j^^. hisbrother wouM excufe him, 

The farmer, now reduced to i^ghts> 
No longer for amihnce waits ; 
More dilappointments would not bear, 
But bids his fc»i two hooks prepare; 
And they themfelves, the following momt 
Would certainly cut down thdr com. 

When this the trembling inmates hear. 
They foioully began to fear 
, Thdr tlireats would now effe£lual prove, 
And inftantly prepar'd to movc- 
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He tfiat oa ndghbours cv on fiietuls 
^o do bis work too maqh depends, 
In ^te of compliments tepeatedf 
Will find his hopes too oft defeated. 
If you would have your bufine& done— > 
" Rely upon yourlelf alone," %, 



i^lic '^ 0- 



flA.^ Uj &^c*/ ^^'' 



■fr^'^hc^ 
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CHOOSE 



W^HATE'ER philofophm may chatterj 

Who know but little of the matter; 

The greateft comforts of our life, 

Are a good horfe — and a good wife: 

One for domeftick confolation, 

And one for health and recreatiim. 

Be cautious then, but not too nice; 

Nor liAen to each fool's advice: 

Nor, guided by the publick voke. 

But your own reafon, make your choice. 

My horfe was old and broken-mnded. 
Yet this myfelf I hardly minded; 
But by my ne^bours I was told. 
That when a horfe grows itiif and old. 
If urg'd to fpeed — 'tis ten to one 
He trips and throws bis rider down. 
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I liften'd then to thor advice, 
And bought a colt — at no fmdl price: 
A ftatdy Heed, thM (m the nMtd 
Would {Mxmdly prance beneath his load. 
But this Bucephalus, agam, 
Put my young fanuly iti painj 
Who ccH^ally exprels'd their fears, 
That I, a man advanced in years, 
R^rdlefs of my own tiear* neck. 
Should undertake a cdt to break. 
You are too wife, dear fir, I know 
To hazard tfius your life ibr (howj 
Rifle then no fiibjed for remorfe. 
But part vnth this uimdy bnie! 

I next a pony would have bou^^ 
An ufeful fcrub : but here 'twas thou^t 
(Such is my Ton's and daughter's pride] 
It was too mean fw toe to ride. 
Dear fir ! laid th^, it is not fit 
For you to mount this paloy tit: 
It were as well almo^ alas ! 
To ride, like Balaam, on an afs. 

Again, to various fyftems yielding, 
I bought a flrong, flout, ftumping ge1<ting: 
K 
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AStired he'd ndtha* tr^ nor dart; 

Would cairy me — w draw a cait. 

But vain were all my irkfbme labours, 

This clumfy beaft qxaxsjhecl^d my neighbours; 

Who ftill would have me, as before, 

At buying, try my hand once more. 

One ofier'd me a pretty mare, 
Juft bougjit, he laid, at Briftol fairj 
And then my landlord at the Bell 
Had a young galloway to fell: 
He'd travel fifty miles a-day— 
** But try him, fir, before you pay." 
He would not willin^y have fold him, 
Sut Ibmebody, he faid, had told him. 
How much, fbrfooth, I was diftrefs'd! 
And cameAly the matter prefs'd: 
So, willing to ioTiu t favour^ 
He wifti'd, he feid, that I mi^t have her. 
" Well, landlord, you're an hontfl mai^ }i , jm 

I'll pleafcmy ndghbours if lean; /'rfA/"* ^V***J fl 
I'm not a judge, you know, myfelf, jj^^ ^ftlI• f**"'*' 
I'll trull to you— here take the petf— " yd^ g^^ i^f*J~ 
The purchafe made, I now grew wife- 
Man John, faid I, how are his eyesf 
Oh \ fir, not blind, you need not fear It, 
I mean not yet — though vay near it. 
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Thus dien on every fide put tt% 
I vow'd at lall, I'd walk on foot : 
¥or 'tis in vain, alas ! I find, 
To think of pleating all mankind. 

*Tis thus in chufing of a horfe ; 
In chuling of a wife — 'tis worfe. 
Handfome at homelys young or old; 
ChaAe or unchafle; a wit; a fcold; 
Howe'er flie proves, how vain your labour 
To pleafe each prying, bufy nei^bour I 
Then pleale yourfelf ; or elfc for life 
Give up that ufefiil thing — a wife. 
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^ Thtfdhwir^Jtud'EfpriifaundUiWayiattlfiiiti 
a morning paper, and wai tbtrefaii to have bt en wrUUK 
iy Dr. Sam. Jeh^m, while at brtakfafl with a la^^ ta 
Jhewher the facility with which cmtpeffAms ef this kind 
might be produced, Frmi the fubjeii^ thii anecdote it not 
very probable; neither has Mrs. Piozzi, or Mr. B^wtUy 
mentioned any thing Hie it. 
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Xi^ti**. Sunday schools.'-*^«-A/-/*^^^ 

A PASTORAL. ^^„.^ X.^^*^- ^^ ^' 



TOM AMD Nancy. 



When now the fun had uflier'd in the mom, 
And glitterii^ dew-drops hung on every thorn ; 
B«ncath the fhadow of a fpreadii^ beech, 
Tom lean'd, and Nancy fate upon her teeech. 
Thar bleating hmbkJns wander'd down the vak, 
While Nancy liHen'd to the fhepherd's tale: 
Their &ithful dog lay ilecping by their fide, 
When Tom b^an, and Nancy thus replied. 



Believe me, Nancy, I'd a fong indite 

To chaunt thy pmifes, but — I cannot write. 



With thee, de^ Tom, I'U rai^ the flowery mead} 
But viritt DO fong \ fw ah 1— I cumot read. 
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Tom. 

Well, then : we'll love from day-ligbt tin 'tis daric. 
And leave Aich learning to the parilh-derk. 

Nancy. , 
Or ev'n the parfon's maid might do as well ; 
For ihe's ifebalardy and caa write and (pell. 

Tom. 

.t/dthofx can 'ft luiit and ^»n, and that is better^ 
And I can work, tho' I don't know one letter. 



Oh, Tom ! that we had learnt ( when we were young) 
Ovx cat-i-iayty oar prayer i^ and vulgar tongue/ 



Well, now eadi child may kam in Sunday Schooisi 
And little Johtvwill make ui look like fools. 

Nancy. 
God blefs 'Squire Raikes ! who firil thefe fchools did 

found J 
To which our gentry now g^ve many a pound. 

Tom- 
Now boys and ^Is are taught to read and &ng. 
And % thdr pn^ers, and pray for church and king. 
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Now neat and clean the boys and girls we meet; 
Not niniung wild and ragged through the &ieet. 

Tom. 
Then let us go to church, each Sunday night, 
And hear them imgfil-fit with all their m^t. 

Nangy. 

We'll go} and tho' I cannot fing the beft, 
My v(»ce, To ihrill, Ihall fqueak amongft the reft. 



But lo ! our Iheep quite out of fight are got> 
And now the mountiag fun Aunes plaguy hot. 

Nancy. 
Then you drive up your floclci and 111 go home, 
And boil the pot, and jpin till you are come. 
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DEATH OF 

MR. HOWARD, 

THE PHILANTHROPIST. 



JdORN to relieve the mis'ries of mankind^ 

Infenllble of toil, to dat^er blind; 

Thro' diftant realms, while How'rd with zeal purfues. 

And executes his philanthropiclt views ; 

Boldly dcfcends when hunian fufferings call, 

Where damps annoy or poifonous reptiles crawl; 

pis friends (nor lefs the friends of th' human race] 

Thus check'd thdr colleague's ralhnefs in the chace : 

" Why eager thus unequal war to w^e, 

'^ Where peAilence and death refilUefs rage i 

" Each captive wretch, and o\yc& of diArds, 

** Nay, duty {deads thy ardour to reprefs. 

" Thy life, more predous than of lords or lungs, 

" Life, health, and happinefs, to thoulands brings. 

** Be not too bold, attend difcretion's call; 

" Nor rifk for ent the life that's due to all. 
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Stranger to fear, all danger he defied: 
With temperance arm'd, and Providence his guide* 
But ar^s, charm'd fuch godlike a£ts to fee. 
Forgot awhUe their guardian cares for thee. 
Cont^on thenj whofe powers had been fufpended, 
Refum'd its force, and, ah! thy work was ended: 
Anxious for all, but for himfelf alone ; 
To fave a ftranger's* life, he loft his own. 
Oh ! had he learnt the caution of a coward, 
The world had ftill been happy in their Howard. 



* A young Udy in a peftilential fever. 
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AN HERO IN HUMBLE LIFE. 

A TKIBUTE TO 

THE MEMORY OF 
MR. THOMAS UNDERWOOD, 

IJPbo loft bi« Life to l»vt a Fellow-fervant from the Firct 
at Cumb«rw«U-]ioufe» Wilti, Dec. 8, 1790. 



vJf Heroes old, for flaughter'd foes renown'd; 

Of kings, for vanquilh'd realms with laurels crown'di 

Or patriots, in their country's caufe who fell. 

Let Grecian bards, or Roman aimals teU. 

To gain a vi£lory Codnafaught his death. 

And Curtius in thegulph rdigi^ his tHcath; 

lUuftrious be their ai^s, and juft thrir fame, 

They gain'd — 'twas what they fought — a dcathlels name 

Behold ! a youth, untutor'd in the laws 
Of Glory's Jbhool, nor led by vain applaulc} 
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Yet, taught by mere humanity, exceeds 
In folid ^ory all thnr boallcd deeds ; 
Efcap'd from death, undaunted he returns, 
While yet the fire in aU its fury bums ; 
With fuppliant cries, for lo ! an helplc^ maid 
Amidft the burning manfion fiics for aid : 
Boldly he rulh'd, and fav'd her in his arms— 
But ah ! another wretch bis fears alarms. 
In flaincs involv'd the trembling viOim Hands, 
To heaven in wild deTpair fhe Hits her hands: 
By pure companion, .not with glpiy fir'd. 
Again he nilh'd — but in th' attempt expir'd. 
Ye angels ! o'er the deed who wond'iing ftood, 
Recdve bis fpirit to your bleft abode: 
Ye BritUh dames, prated the pr^;naot* wtf^ 
For in your caule the hufband loft his life. 

* Big with ber fecond child. 
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KING'S RECOVERY. 

lOlll MAKCH, 1789. 



If o'er the fun, at eariy day. 
While mortals hail his cbecrii^ ray. 
And oXtan bpjks in vcmal bloom. 
Some cloud extends its tranlicat ^oom; 
Through all the grove dull filcnce rdgns. 
And mirth and joy fbr&lte the plains. 

But foon difpers'd the vapours fly, 
Chas'd by the r^ent of the Iky; 
The turbid air his beams refine, 
And with their wonted luflre fhine. 

Thus late Britannia's happy ifle 
Saw peace reftor*d, and :dl things fmile: 
Beneath her much-lov'd monarch's rngn* 
Mirth revell'd o'er the wide domain: 
Even rival faftions only ftrove 
To exprels thdr gratitude and love. 
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But fee ! a ludden fore difeafe 
Out fovereign's mental fun£tions feize ; 
Whofe dire eSe3s at once oppreTs 
The fburce of publick happinds. 

Then iadnels mark'd each face with gtief. 
Nor med'cine's felf affords relief^ 
Till heaven, in phy to our land, 
Propitious fent a lement* haaii 
Its aid with ardent prayers implor'd, 
To health th' affliiSed king refkir'd. 

Now rapture fills th' exulting ifl^ 
Again all nature feems to fmile: 
All parties join'd, one voice emplc^. 
To teffify dte puUick joy. 

Our mouatdi heal'd is lov'd the tnore^- 
We fUt but hatf his worth be&xe. 
His danger only faves to ^ve 
Heaven's bounty, and his people's love. 

• Or.WaiU. 
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THE PAVILION, 

In die LAUREL-GROVE. 

At BURTON PYNSENT, 

JULY 1786. 

IMPROMPTU. 



i. HE BritUh flag, triumphantly difplay'd, 
Throu^iout the world great Ch^ham's fame convey'd: 
Our finking credit, and our fiiads rcAor'd, 
An equal triumph to young Pitt afford. 
The fire, the viiftor's /narf/juftly won: 
Let then an ^oaien crown reward the ftm. 

• Or civick crown formed of oak leave*, « ob civea fcrvitos." 
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WINTER-DAY's JOURNEYj 

THE STAGE OF LIFEt 

WRITTEN »T AH INM, I78;. 



At early dawn, frefli rifing with the fun. 

With Ipirits gay, my journey I begun : 

Thro' roughand fmooth, 'midfl fuulhine, rain orfnow. 

O'er hill and dale, full merrily I go. 

At noon I halt, refrefti my weary Aeed; 
Recruit my flrength ; then cheerfully jrocee^. 
But foon I feel the tedious length of way. 
My fpirits waning with the clofing day. 
Now night fucceeds; fetigu'd and liAlefs growrt, 
I Aill jog on, all cheerlefs and alone: 
I wifh for reft ; though yet no reft can find, 
For many a tedious mile is ftiil behind. 
But ah ! at length I fpy the friendly light 
Of a warm inn difpel the gloom of night: 



c.y Google 



C »44 ] 

Fleas'd I difmount, become a welcome guefl, 
Secure 2 well-warm'd bed — and link to refl. 

Yet, while my languid iramc its ftrength renew** 
My a^ve &ncy ftill her fli^t puriucs ; 
The day's adventures traces o'er again. 
Enjoys the pleafure, and foi^ets the pain. 

In youth's fair feafon, thus alert and gay. 
Our flage begins, and funlhine all the way : 
Hope plans a Fife of never-ccafing joy; 
No (hare of blils our appetite can cloy: 
To manhood growi, we yet behold awhile 
The flattering woiid, with varying luftre, fmile: 
- To-day, thoue^ difai^intment cloud the Icene;, 
To-nvxrow yidds a pn^pe& more ferene; ^ 

Pleafure and pain alternately prevail, 
Yet hope in pleafure's fevour turns the fcale: 
But foon, alas ! the fond delulion's o'er, 
Dull cares lucceed, and pleafure is no more. 
The evil days approach, and naught remains, 
But gloomy cares, infirmities and pains ; 
No further profpefl: now the wretch can have 
Of joy, of eafe, but in the hiendly grave; 
There let me flee, bid all my troubles ccale. 
There reft my weary limbs — ^and fleep in peace. 
While, wing'd with hope my frailties are fotgiven, 
The foul, redeem'd from death, (hall mount to heaveo. 
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SUMMER-PAY'S PUIASURE, 



-Y, MBAK BATH. 



JJEEP in a vale, 'midft pendant woodi, 
And verdant meada, and windii^ floods ; 
Sequefter'd from that bufy fceoe 
Of ncntis aiid (how — wluch pothing mean ; 
There flands a Tweet FaJladiaa ^ 
A manfion in the chaflefl &yki 
Such as of oldf fiiS mtof a dopae 
Adom'd the environs oS Rome. 

This, as his journey he purfues, 
Tbt traveller at a d^bpce* viie w i 
And, though iiqpMieiit t? prosM* 
Charm'd with the landfpipe, €b«clu hi* flwdi 
L 
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With rapture cries, nor deems amife, 
" There furely is the feat of blifs." , 
And happy he ! of tafte poffefs'd. 
Who hither aimes a fevour'd gueft: 
Complete within we all things find, 
Tafte, el^nce, and fplcndour, join'd. 
Propottion'd rooms, where every art 
Of omamttit fupplies its part. 

A table ftimifties the treat, 
Deck'd with Aich food as folks can eat; 
Superb indeed, but not proful^ 

' Intmded lefs for Ihow than ufej 
And though periiaps you eat on plate, 
'Tis for convenience, not for flate: 
For, fpite of faftiion, I alledge. 
That china fcts wic's teeth on edge. 

■ At perfefl: liberty and eafe. 

You fay and do juft what you pleafe; 

Witlun this hofiritable dmne, 

£v'n ftrangers find themfelves at home. 

What liecret charm then flull we £iy. 
Thus ^ds our moments at C«*b*h*y i 
What fpell invifible pervades. 
And animates thefe rural fhades ? 
What genius o'er the place prcfides, 
Whofe influence every movement guides! 
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The worthy ovmers' head and heart, 

Thdr Idnd attentions lUll impan ; 

And each politely condefccnds, 

To treat you not as guefls, but friends. 

To them 'tis happinels fincere, 

To fee you happy whilft you're here. 

But fleeting hours glide on too (bon, 

Atxl night, alas ! fucceeds to noon. 

Too Ihort we jind the- rummer's day^ 

When evening fummons us away : 

'Tis parting only g^ves us pain. 

We part — yet long to meet again— 

But hope not to cngrols thofe hearts. 

Where friends unnumber'd clum their parts. 
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WKITTBH UKDBK 

A BEAUTIFUL YOUNG OAK, 

At H , SOMERS£T> 

{TKe Seat of the late Col. B— — ■> 



aT early mom, when oft I faunterii^ ron. 
And feek thy Ihade, hir Regent of the ^vwi 
Or at thy ioot« vhen Laura doffm to mme 
The woodtune rouiul thy truok, at eve redine; 
Difpell'd awhile the cloud of gloomy cares, 
Which 'midft his brig^tell days each mortal Clares; 
I pleas'd re&eA on many a friendly proof 
Of kindncls, from yon' habitable roofj 
Where dwell politeness, el^nce, and eafe, 
Minds fraught wth equal pawtr and will to pleafe: 
Where, ev'n to luxury, cadi £ivour'd gueft 
Hisaf^ietitc may pleafe, his fancy* feaft. 

But though thefe fcenes, where calmly thus I fi^ 
I ibon, alas ! rdui^antly mufl quit : 

• With iiiauwi, the pradnaiMKftiheiT Wdiy w w i'VywaL 
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Go hena forlorn, and ah! perhaps deplore 
Thefe happy days, wWch ma^f* return no more > 
Nay, all my fublunaiy joys be paft, 
What ages are thy beauties form'd to laA: 
What various feafons art thou doom'd to lee. 
What nymphs and Twains Ihall make their moan to thee 1 
What idle bards with rapture haunt the vale. 
And to the liAening dryads tell their tale ! 

Ah ! if, in future times, fome thriftlds heir. 
By want impell'd, thole diyads fliould not fpare,t 
Thefe fylvan gods, with impious hand invade) 
And rudely violate diis awful fiiade; 
O ! tell die wretch, the curie of every muf;. 
And eveiy diild of tafle, fuch deeds purTuet. 
Tell him I that he, unfhdter'd, in his turn, 
Shall llarve in winter, and in fummer bum. 
That, like the blaAed oak, himfelf fliall ro^ 
And die unfun^ unjutied, and forgot 

If, with each tree, a dtyad fed the ftrok^ 
'Tis murder^ fure, to fell a ftately oak: 
Each g?Y)ve y&facrtd^ taint not then thy mtnd 
With guilt of iacril^ and murder join'd. 

May 29th, 1789. 

• Alt nimU ex vero. Ot. 
t There it no danger of fiicli an event, under the prdent 
wcotliy polIeKur. 
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A DIGNIFIED RETREAT. 

WRITTES AT 

B*»T»N-P"NSENT. 
June 1789. 



Where B-it-ngroves,withIoftyftru£hircsgrac'd, 
Proclaim great Chatham's merits* — and his taftci 
Who, on the noblell plans of flate employ'di 
Amidft thefe fhades domeftick fweets enjoy'd: 
Till fpcnt with patriot toils he funk to reft, 
With all his weeping country's wilhes bleft: 
Hither, thou^ long in polilh'd courts admir'd, 
The partner of his cares has now redr'd. 
By friendOiip's aid, in widow'd ftate, relieves 
The I0& of that lov'd man for whom flie grieves; 
For whom through life her grief might juflly laft, 
Fed by remembrance of thor pleafures paft. 

Yet time perhaps the moumfid gloom might chafe. 
And brighter thoughts infenfibly take place; 

* The mrard of Mi patriotick cooduA. 
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While on the marble um,* fhe 'midA the grove 
Records the blUs of chafte, connubial lovej > 

Or, ill the learned page finds that relief, 
Which lage and holy men prefcribe for grief. 

But ah ! again [fo heaven, alas ! decreed) 
For lovely Eliot'sf death her wounds muft bleed: 
A hufband's joy ! a mother's darling pride ! 
In bloom of youth the lovely Eliot died. 

Yet to her weeping friends, indulgent Heav'n 
A tranfcript of the parent's charms has ^ven: 
In virtue's Ihade the tender plant to rear, 
Chatham ag^ exerts a mother's care : 
Pleas'd in the lovely offsprit^'s docile mind. 
The parent's virtues with her charms to find. 

May health and eafe her guardian cares attend: 
Happy throi^ life, be hs^^ier in her end 1 
Supremely Uefll who fees, with virtuous prid^ 
Her omfint's lols by filial love fupplied : j^ 

Beholds the patriot deeds and honours, won 
By her lov'd Lord, firefh-blooming in her fon. 

* A.buutiful Urn of white nurUe (by Mr. Bacon) in the 
midft of 1 laurel grove ; the elegance of which fcene can be ex- 
ceeded by nothing but by th« delicacy of the inlcription, equal 
to ftOy thing in the BngUih laoguage- 

t Her Ladyflup'a daughter, nurried to the Hon. E. J. Mot. 



c.y Google 



C 'S' ] 



SKETCH FROM NATURE. 



WRITTEN AT 



A SMALL GOTHIC VILLA, 



[a Qtt mofi bnntiful, though leaA ^tqUMttd, pitt of 
OlocefiMhiK. 



Amidst pniiueval groves, fubUmdy grea^ 
Here Natim fix'd ctf old her fiivourite featj 
Hen<« viewi, with placid iDicn> the tab^tSt ^ain, 
Tlie various bcautki of her vride domain: 
Woods, lawns, neat vUlagu, and fumi, AureyS) 
Such fcenes m Wotton's fertUe vals diTplayi. 
InduArious pcalants tbne cotitetitcd Un 
In all the blifi that health ai^ peace can ^vcj 
-No demagogues Utopian ^ftems fhiltie, 
Kor furious contelb rage 'mongft Iquires for gmxi 
But all, on due fnbordinatioa's pla% 
In peace o^oy Hxjicial ** ng^ts of man." 
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The poor, by wealth emplof% and not opprds'd. 
Are fed, prote<f^, and with plenty Uefs'd : 
The rich unenvied, while thdr plenteous (lore 
With liberal hand 's Imparted to the poor. 
All tal^ remote from life** fantaftick (how. 
The genuine fweets, which nature's gifts beAow. 

But, if the friendship of our worthy hol^ 
Lord of thefe woods and Gothic towers, you boaftj 
Baieadt his roof you'll all thde bleSings find. 
Peace, plenty, focial mirth, and virtue join'd. , 
There Itill true hofiutality aln^es, 
And beauty at the feftive board pn£des ; 
Attentive to each gueft, her bniles imparts, 
She feafts our feofes, and fubdues our heuts. 

Oflober 1791. 
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*MRS. ••*•*, 

C»BE-GROVE. 



IMPROMPTU. 



I BEG, dear Madam, you'U excuTe, 

The efforts of my rulbck oiufei 

Not all the ailments you bring, 

In palacts can make her fing. 

Euterpe is a bafhfiil maid. 

Loves folitude and rural (hade; 

'Midft rocks and woods delights to rove, 

And foch was once your fwcet C**be-Grove. 

But now, alas ! thefcene's tdo- bright, 

And puts poetick thoughts to flight, 

A footman meets you at the gate, 
Condu£ts you to a room of ftate; 

• Requeuing Tome rhymes on hep Villa. 
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On turtle-foup, fowl, fi(h, you din^ 

Drink claret, or rich Spani(h wine. 

I praife your liberal hofpitality, 

{Not always found amongft our quality.) 

The luxury of fcven and feven, 

Exalts an epicure to heaven : 

But, give a bard his belly fiill, 

Like vulgar mortals he grows dull. 

An hungry poet, in a garret. 

Will fing — and prate like any parrot; 

But be^ and pudding fink him down. 

And level Pindar with a down: 

He dreams no more of nymph or fawn. 

Or Dian rangjng o'er the lawn; 

His thoughts are grov'ling on the earth. 

Which never yet gave genius birth. 

In fhort, fuch fplendors all around 
My feeble faculties confound : 
C**be-Gr*ve's no longer now the fame, 
Convhe-Palaa then mull be its name; 
And you are queen, the 'fquire a king, 
And Warton* muft your praUes fing. 

* Poet-Laureu at diat time. 
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ETYMOLOGY.- 



JAMES P«"T A»"»*»S, Es<i. F. R. S. 

When London fcarce had fpnad fo for 
(Some centuries paA) asTenifdc-bar; 
And thence to WeftminftCT, 'tis Jsud, 
A dirty laoef the traveller led: 
And dtizens might find an hare 
In Grofvenor or in i^Soho-fquare; 
An heath there vas, towards the weft, 
Not then, widt flowers,^ by culture dtc&y 
Or villas gjy, vdwre fweetly btows. 
The glliflower, the pink and rofc ; 
But overrun with native brotmi, 
Which now is Bromtun-Grave become. 

• See hii Anecdotetj p. 8t. \ S«e Pennint's London. 

t The watch-word at the battk of Sei^ore, ibid. 

ji Now funout for flowers. 
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There Andrews dwdls in learned eaf^' 
And, fldll'd each man of talle to pleafe, 
He, patiently at home coofio'd,* 
Xnflrufls and entertains manlclnd. 
CoIle£b eadi Aower, with ^e diTccming; 
Conceal'd in labyrinths of learning'.^ 
Or executes the generous pla% 
Which |Hanway's liberal foul begin: 
Or meditates, in manner new, 
His country's annals to review.^ 
Thus watchfiil o'er the midnight oil, 
T^ wodd enjoys his virtuous toil: 
Like £|ucurus, in his garden, ' 
Fair fame his pleaiiog taik rewai^ing. 
In life's calm (hade, thus truly great, 
£v'n kmg* mi^ envy hii retreat. ■' 

• WM) tke gout. t H» Aoecdotes. 
i For the rdlrf of tht poor chimncy-fweepen. 
$ A concife Hiftory of England) oD a new pUa. 
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A FEMALE ARTIST* 



DISTINCTION. 



" She late Hfce patience on a momunentt 

« Smiling at grief." Shakespeake. 



IvlND heaven the good nill ne'er vrith griefs opprefs, 

Without fgme balm to foften thdr dilbefs; 

And, for their " corporal fufierings," oft on diofi 

A douUe (hare of mental powers beftows. 

Depriv'd of light thus Milt<m's lofty mind 

Excels in bold defcription all mankind ; 

While yet a youth, all nature he explor'd. 

And thence his mind with rich materials ftor'd; 

Which, heighten'd by ftrong fancy's pow'rftj ray. 

The wonders of his paradife difplay. 
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Marda, though long by dire difeafe confin'd, 

From nature's beauties, yet has ftor'd her mind, 

(Like the g^t bard] before her lad retreat. 

With all thaf s rare, or beautiful, or great.* 

Hence in her landlkips, hills, d^s, rocks, unite. 

With woods or lakes, to captivate the fi^t ; 

Her ma^c pencil raifes to our view 

The paradile which Milton's fancy drew. 

Amus'd her&lf, the pleafure fhe extends. 

With fcenes Elylian to amufe her friends; 

Who, 'tnidft the raptures which her woiiu imparl > 

Admire her fenfe, and goodnels of her heart. 

Nay, trebly bled, has rals'd a fund, in {lore 

The fick to folace or to feed the poor.f 

For Marcia's Ikill alliimcs a nobler nam^ 

And charity and tajle in h^ 's die lame. 

Thus, 'midn afflifiion's gloom, the fits feren^ 
While conTdous virtue g^ the lonely (ook. 
Milton, though blind, could nature's charms improve, 
Marcia, though lame, through nature's wilds can rove. 
Yet, from hit verfe but fanded fcenes arife: 
Her art brings nature's fclf before our eyes. 

* The three fourcu of the plcafurea of imagiiution. 
■\ The fick and iiBprifbned have been relieved from that fnsd. 
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GENEROUS (ECONOMIST. 



AVlTH beauty, fenfe, and fortune Hef^ 
And much admir'd, and much carefs'd; 
Yet Lzun, wonderful to tdl, 
Has l»d th' admiring world farewell ; 
Frequents no concert, play, or ball. 
And, as for touts — fhe hates them all. 
Nor does the, warm hi pleafure's chace, 
Purfue her game from place to place : 
N<tw, idly pofting up to town, 
Now, refflefe hurrying gladly down. 
No: Laura grudges the racpence — 
Yet tlunk her not fo void of fetde. 
That, wluk (o youi^, fhe can a.i once . 
Pkafures of every kind renounce. 
L»ira, like many a nymph of ^ftuon, 
StiQ gradSes her ruling paflion : 
Nctf like fome pious dames of old, 
As by our cpmick bards we're told; 
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Who kept lock'd up, amongft th«r tea, 
A (ip of Nantes* or Rataiia : 
Nor does ftie lavilh her regards 
On monkies, lap-dogs, or on cards; 
Nor yet preferve a fecrct part 
For fome fond lover — in her heart. 
No: a kind fpoufe, of her eledlion, 
Has long engrofs'd her whole affe^on. 

" What then can this retirement mean i 
** 'Tis Laura's interell to be feen." 

Be it then rightly underftood. 
Her luxury is— in doing good; 
Though Laura 's frugal on herfelf, 
Think her not bent on hoarding pelf. 
Laura is generous — though (he's wife, 
Fru^lity her fiind fupplies : 
When charities her aid demand, 
Laura extends a liberal hand. 
With what you difiipate on drels, 
She cheeis a neighbour in dUlrefe ; 
With wtiat (HI Ttrnfick you employ, 
She " makes the widow^w^ for joy." 

* A liquor made in France, ufed medicinally. 

M 
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Yet, to heiietf and heaven alone, 
Her a£ts of charity are kiiovm; 
She leaves the world its noife and Ihow, 
In filent ftreams bar bounties flow: 
Of heartfelt joys fhe'U find a ftore, 
When youth and beauty are no more. 

Nov, 20, 1792. 




,,C,oo'^le 



[ i63 ] 



VOLTAIRE'S VISIT 



CONGREVE.* 



JCiRE France, intent on her Utopian plan, 

Had fpum'd all laws t' affert " the rights of man," 

On liberty fo zealoufly employ'd, 

Both liberty and property deftroy'dj 

She loi^ had view'd, with envy — and applaufe, • 

The matchlefs fyftem of our Britilh laws ; 

When young Voltaire^ by freedom's charms infpir'd, 

To freedom's feat from defpotifm retir'd. 

Here heroes he beheld, who bravely fought; 
Patriots, who wifely plann'd or greatly thought ; 
Philofophcrs and bards of glorious name. 
Pope who poUefs'd, Toung riling into lame : 
Cmgreve had long the temple's height attain'd, 
Yet fcom'd die art by which that height he gain'd. 

* See Johnfoa'i Livo of the Englifh Poeu. 
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Fahaire, by laudable ambition lei 
To view the bard whofe works he oft' had read, 
Now introduced, the youth with rapture fir'd, 
Exprefs'd how much the pe/t he admir'd ! 

"Young man! fays Ccn^i-rti?, you're of France I findj 
But polilh'd manners and a liberal mind 
Unite us all : — yet you're deceJv'd, I fear, 
'Tis as a gentleman I fee you here." 

Sir! quoth Voltaire, we've gentlemen in France, 
Who drels, and bow, talk politicks, and — dance; 
But you are more— and therefore am I come : 
And were you not, iir, 1 had ftay'd at home. 




c.y Google 



C 165 3 



MADAME SISLEY, 



FRENCH LADY OF FORTUNE, 



a qjlT Hl« BATIIl t 



" M^USICK has charms {to poets lay) 
** To foothe a lavage breaft," 

And beauty's univerfel fway 
Ev'n tynints have confcTs'd. 

II. 
Is it then true, (what we are told) 

That Frenchmen could oppre&; 
That Frenchmen could, unmov'd, behold 

Such beauty in diitrefs i 
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m. 

Alas! fuch foul diflionour ftains 

That, once, xaon gallant race: 
Deaf to fair Sifley's heavenly (bains. 

Blind to her lovely &ce. 

IV. 
But Britons to fuch powois united, 
More juft, more generous prove: 
To rapture by her notes excited. 
And by her charms to love. 

2ift Nov. 1791. 
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DAVID H**»»«Y, Esq. 

ON 

HIS INGENIOUS DISCOVERY 
FOR THE 

TEMPERING STEEL. 

JJAVID ! who boafts, with true Vulcaman fldll. 
To make e'en fteel obedient to thy will; 
To' every tool its trueft temper lend, 
The foft to harden, or the britde bend: — 
See Chloe! when but &nded woe ^)pears, 
With in&nt foftnefs melting into tears. 
But when her lover for compailion fues, 
Unmov'd the fuppliant fwain the &ir one views: 
E'en for her lap-dog tenderly (he fighs, 
And pities Pompey — while her lover dies- 
Exert then, David, thy Promethean art, 
And give confiftent feelings to her heart; 
Companionate the twments that we fisel, 
And temper Chloe — as you temper lle«l. 
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TASTE A-LA-MODE, 



THE HON. MK. N»«»». 



W ITH genius, wit, and learning bleft, 
Young N**th the tr^ck mufe addrefs'd. 
He cbbfe his fubjeifli Iketch'd his, plan ^ 
And now triumphantly began. 

" Ah! cries a friend, (who knew the Town) 
*• A tragedy will ne'er go down i 
" Thefe merry times like nothing ferious, 
" Ev'n Otway now begins to weary us. 
" We talk (A feelingt; but you'll find 
" They're feelings of a different kind: 
" Even Shakef^re's felf, in this bleft age, 
*' Difgufted, muft defert the ftage." 

Well then, if ftilks don't love to cry, 
We now a comick icene will try— 
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Follies abound, and fure with cafe 
This ttarry town a bard may pleaie. 

'* Alas ! cv'n here, perhaps, my fnend, 
" You're not fo fure to gan your end : 
" You'll learn, 1 fear, iir, to your coft, 
" Our tafte for cumkk hunviur'% loft. 
" We want fome fweet romantick tal^ 
** Or Congreve'i fterling wit muft foil. 
If that's the cafe, quoth N****, by chance, 
My tale would make a good romance. 

" But, fir, without fome fprightly foi^ 
** You'U yet fee every thing go wrong: 
" Duets and trios we muft have, 
" For nothing elfe your flay will favc. 

Quoth N**** {pcrplex'd with all his wit. 
The town's fentaftick, tafte to hit) 
'Zounds ! here then, take a threefold piece, 
Though quite unknown to Rome or Greece: 
And, blame not me^ ye criticks fagc, 
But mend the manners of the age : 
Were they content with wholfome food, 
I'd give them what is freih and good; 
But if with trafti they vjill be cramm'd— 
Let them — and all their plays — be *d-mn'd \ 



• In a theatrical fcttfc. ;C.^^#///> i^ <! i^HV^^^^ 
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JUVENILITIES. 



DOMESTICK HAPPINESS. 

WRITTEN I7JO." 



Though chUl defcends the drizzling r: 

And hollow blows the wind : 
Of wintry ftorms I'll not complain. 

While thus my Lucy's kind. 

II. 
When, round my cot, the dreary fields. 

And (hrubs are clad with fnow, 
More joy than rummer's funfhine yields 

Her cheering finiles bellow. 



• The author wm afraid to hazard the fimplicity of thia ballad, 
forty yeara ago; but " doraeftick happincfe" u now th« /on— J 
mean in noveli and romance!. 
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I heed not ruthlefs wars alarms. 
That Eutupe's fons annoy; 

While I, fecure of Lucy's charms, 
Domdtick peace enjoy. 

IV. 



For wealth to India's ^iflant ihore i/ i.ou^'*^'*^ ) 

Let geedjjjierchants roam; ,1 A,l hi^U 

With Cucy blell, I alk no moi« ^^ I J,}^ 

Than competence at home. ^U M^'^f; ' „ 



Give epicures' their fumptuous Are, 

Whilft I, more truly bieft; 
The neat, though frugal, viands fhar^ 

My Lucy's hands have dre{s'd. 

VI. 

The flaunting nymphs, that haunt the town, 

I, void of envy, fee; 
While Lucy, in her linen gown. 

Is all the world to me. 
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"W^HILE thus I range thefe fylvan fliades, 
'MidA murmuiing dreams and t^pening ^ades. 
And liften to the thrilling notes 
Where warbliiu; linnets pour their throatsj 
£ach c^re, each paflion lull'd to reA, 
What tranquil pleafures lill my breafl ! 

But ah ! what means, as I advance, 
This figh, that wakes me from my trance? 
The linnet now I joylefs hear. 
For ah ! my Julia is not there. 
How lade the beauties of the ^ve, 
When not enjoy'd with her I love. 

In vain the nightingale and thrufh 
Their carols chaum on every buffi; 
Her mate the cooing turtle calls. 
The fUver current tinkling ^Us ; 
Elylian fcenes infipid prove. 
When abfent from the nymph I love. 

' Set to rouQck by Mr. Riuzzini. 
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TKE 

PARTING SOLDIER;* 

OR, 

THE ELOQTJENCE OF TEARS. 



I. 

"W^HEN beauty pleads with artlcfs fmiles, 
Steoft' the ftouteft heart beguiles; 
But jwn'd with Daphne's wit and fenfe. 
Who could refill fudi eloquence? 

II.- 
Nicander could i— he tum'd away : 
« 'Tis Honour calls, he muft obey." 
And Daphne, deck'd in all her charms, 
He thruft reluaant from his anus. 

III. 
Again the nymph hCT rhetorick tries, 
With fuppliant hands and mMllening eyes; 
The filent tear ftole down her che^ 
She C^'d, flie wept — but could not fpeak. 

• A general officer. 
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IV. 
Her mdting tears the hero view'd, 
And now his courage was fubdued: 
Honour avaunt ! we will not part. 
My Daphne's tea^ o'erpower my heart. 

V. 
Rous'd from her trance, o'crwhdm'd with fhamc, 
And anxious for Nicander's fame, 
A crimfon blulh fuffiis'd her face, 
She loos'd him from her fond embrace. 

VI. 
Ah! go, (he cried: Nicander, go! 
Nor let mt prove thy deadliell foe : 
Nor to my wcakncfs facritice 
What Ibldiers more than life fhould prize. 
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A VERY YOUNG LADY, 

OF 

EQUAL WIT AND BEAUTY. 



I. 
xlOW fweedy blooms yon opening rofe ! 

What charms her purple leaves difclofe ! 
Yet, would you raihly crop the flower, 
A thorn exerts its guardian power. 

II. 

Thus Stella blooms with native charms, 
And with fcmd hopes each bofom warms : 
But, though vain fops fear no refilhnce. 
Her wit flill keeps them at a dilhnce. 

III. 
SubmifTive then the nymph adore. 
Enjoy her frailes, and afk no mor&— 
Her charms by time matur'd, you'll find 
Her wit will teach her to be kind. 
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MISS S*«M*'R. 



xIER artlefs notes ! when Delia iings. 

What raptures they impart ! 
Or when flic Arikes the trembling firings. 

They vil»atc to the heart. 

U. 

The blended tina her fkill difplay, 

When (he the needle plies — 
The linnet flutters on the fpray,* 

The rofe with nature vies. 

ra. 

But words, alas ! are all too faint 

(Were 1 to biauty blind) 
Each virtue and each grace to pwit> 

Confpicuous in her mini. 



* A beautiful ^ece of Dfcdlfwaric. 
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IV. 
Good fehfe, with a defire to pleafe. 

And condefcenfion fweet ; 
And dignity, with native eafe, 

In due af&mblage meet. 

V. 
In Delia thus, fo nobly born, 

Thefe qualities abound : 
Yet more the feir one to adom, 

With modefty they 're crown'd. 

VI. 
Unconfcious of her charms, the mdd 

Thus humble though we view : 
More homage than to thrones is paid^ 

Fair Delia is thy due. 

Simd^ June 1789. 
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EPIGRAMS, &c. 



SPECTAC. LIB. EPIO. U. 



TO VESPASIAN.' 



W HERE yon fublime Colofliis braves the (Ides, 
And vaft machines^ with felf-mov'd ftages rife, 
A favage tyrant's palace, oncproud dome, 
Itfelf a city, flood alone in Rome. 



• The tyrant Nero having demoliflied almofi one-third of 
Rome, to ereH hia " Golden Palace" as he called it, (conlifting 
of porticos near a mile in extent, a coloflal ftatuc of himfelf no 
feet high ; lakes, parks, and woods, flocked with wild and tame 
beafts of ever^ kind] the Emperors Vefpafian and Titus de- 
ftroyed it, and built the magnificent amphitheatre, which fliS re- 
maina; put the head of ApoUo on the Coloffiu in the place of 



c.y Google 



[ 182 ] 

Where the wide lake its ftagnant waters fpread, 
An amphitheatre now Iltts Its head, 
See ! publick baths ereded, where before 
Wafte lawns ufurp'd the manfions of the poor: 
On the court's utmoft verge, a grand arcade 
Affords at noon its hofpitable fhade. 
Rome to itfelf by Csfar now reftor'd, 
Delights a nation — not one worthlefs lord. 

Nero's, and creflfd porticos and publicic baths for the ufe of 

the people.^ If tht unhappy Louis XVI. had followed his own 

inclination, and, on hit accefGun to. the throne, had effedled fome 
more important popular afls, he might probably have faved him- 
felf and his country from the prefcnt dlftraifled fituation. 

"I" Some wooden machines for the ufe of the amphitheathre, 
I believe, to amuTe the populace. 
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JAMES COLLINGS, Esti^. 

FEB. 1788, AT BATH. 

IITATED FROM MARTIAL, B. 1. BP. 40. 



Is there a man, like thofe dlftinguilh'd few 
For fricniUhip fam'd whom happier s^es knew; 
His mind with fcience Ror'd, with clalfick tafte. 
And true fimplicity of manners grac'dj 
Of ftrifleft honour and to virtue dear. 
Who form'd no wifh, but all mankind might hear :* 
Such was the man, whofe lofs his friends deplore : 
Such Collings was — t^"' '^i ^'^s ' no more^ 



■ • Alluding to the ttcret prayers of the hypocrites. HoR. 

■f The word Tiifperiam in too familiar for this occafion — but 
may be excufcd in the following imitation. 

J This chartftcr was brought to the author's memory, hy the 
recent death of the worthy Mr. Hoare, to whom it ii ftriflly 
applicable. 
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MARTIAL, 

BOOK i. Br. 40. IMITATED. 

IMPROMPTU 



XdAVE you not feen, to Dover polling down, 
My curious friend, about ten miles from town. 
If to the right you haply caft your eyes, 
A fplendid villa's front majeftick rife? 
Where, 'midft the verdant lawn, pavilions gay, 
And fcult>tur'd urns,* the owner's taftc difplay? 
Where wood and water harmoniz'd unite, 
And many a rural object charms the fight i 
Neat cottages and farms the landfkip grace, _ 
But more — the happy peafant's ruddy face 
And healthy, cheerful looks, adorn the fcene ?— 
Hang me\ if 'tis not D— nf— n that you mean. 



* One, a beautiful antique marble uin, bro 
vith iti pcdcltal 10 or i> feet high. 

t Dirpeream, fi non fcc. 
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BOOK H. EF. 7. 

DECLAMAS BELLE', &c 
MODERNIZED. 



X ES, you're a prttty preacher, fir, we know it, 
Write prrtly *nBveli, are a pretty poet j 
A prttty critick, and XeW fortunes^ too; 
Then, who writes l^ce or epigrams like you? 
At every ball how pnttily you nick it: 
You fiddle, ling, play prettily at cricket. 
Yet, after all, in nothing you excel, 
Do all things prettily^ but nothing well. 
What ihall I call you ?— Say the beft I an, 
You arc, my friend, a Xvcry bufy man. 

■ Bellat hiflcriu. f Bellui es aflrologiu, 
X Magnus M Ardelio> Au1i>'t«1®'. 
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EXPENSIVE JILT. 

B. xi. ^P. so. 



1 HERE'S not an hour, my PhiUis, in the day, 
But you contrive to make my fohdnefs pay. 
Your maid, an artful flut, now cries, " Alas ! 
" What Ihall I dof — I've broke my lady's glafs. 
Then Phillis comes herfelf, in tears, poor thing! 
And tells me (he has loH her &vourite ring, 
Or dropt, perchance, a diamond from her locket — 
Then, a new piece of filk muft *pick my pocket. 
Behold hCT next, her effencc-box produce, 
Which wants fome rich perfume or eau-de-lucc 
Now an old hag, pretending to divine 
And folvc her dreams, muft have fome old tent wine 
I then fcff filh the market muft explore, 
Some demirep will dine with us at four. 

" Furtiva lucri. 
+ « Nigra," to ippeafe the bfernal deitiei. 
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But, prithee ! Phillis, pay fome fmall regard 
To juftice — and my generous love reward: 
Since I refufe you nothing, how can you 
Thus pick my pocket — and refufe* me too? 



MISS S*«*» H*' 



v^ECILIA fings : — how ftrong, how dear. 
Her thrilling accents ftrike the ear ! 
But, by degrees, the foften'd lay 
In melting fwectncfs dies away ; 
And, while wc llftcn to the feir, 
The notes feem half-diflblv'd in air. 
Yet fuch the raptures they impart, 
With lightning's force they pierce the heart. 



• " Negas." Verbum 



Dglizac^y Google 



[ -88 ] 



vv ITH old flouch'd hat and undre&'d hair, 
Cinna affefts a niAick ak; 
And, while due forms he thus negle£ts, 
He is the rujlki he affe<as. 



Callidus impofuit auper mihi caufa Savenna, 
Cum peterem mixtum, vendidit il/e merum. 



imitated: a real fact. 



Indeed, my good fiimd, I have caufe to complain, 
ne cyder, you gave me C 



When I call'd for fome cyder, you gave me Chamj 



'4-*jrr^^ 
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TEMPERANCE. 

-^ -nfA-i rru 



YOU dine with lords, and with infulting air, 
Repeat, in favoury terms, your bill of fare : 
I, happy to efcape a fumptuous treat, 
£ii)oy the venilbti— which I did net eat. 



FRENCH REVOLUTION. 

THEY who, impatient of the yoke. 
Have driv'n one tyrant from the throne; 

Now, to more bafe fubmiflion broke. 
Beneath ten thouland tyrants groan. 

• *' A pint of wine is better than a bottle." 



■ /,;„/ 
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EQUALITY; 
THE DYING LOVER. 



Young Corydon, a forward blade. 

The offspring of a '(quire, 
Addrels'd a lovdy, bloommg maid, 

Whofe ^ther was — a dyer. 

" A Dyer's dau^ter ! cries his dad, 
"What! marry her! Otye!" 

*' Why not, fir, fays the honeft lad, 
" You know we all muji Me. 






M....^^d^-^^^'-'^ 
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USEFUL APOTHEGM 



A FOND MOTHER. 



W HETHER charg'd or uncharg'd, I chaise you, 

' my fon, 
Never wantonly face the mouth of a gunj 
And, tam'd or untam'd, pray Kkewife beware, 
Come not nigh to the heels of a horfe or a mare. 



Approach not, I chaise you, if danger you'd fhun. 
The heels of a horfe, or the mouth of a gun. 



TO A LADY, 

WHO MISTOOK THE WOKD 

APOTHEGM FOR APOZEM. 

An Jpaztm, madam, would make your child Get: 
My Apothegm — iave him from many a kick. 
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CHOICE OF A HUSBAND. 



THE SENTIMENTS 



A YOUNG LADY. 



JJON'T marry an eld man, my father advifes, 
To mairy a young man, mamma thinks unwifc is: 
An old man is jealous, will be peevilh and teaze you, 
A young man is Eckle, and will not lung pleafe you. 
That my choice of a hulband may not be thought 

wrong then, 
I'll have nothing to do with old men or young men. 
A middle-aged man comes neareft the truth, 
With the wifdom of age and the ardour oi yauth. 5— - 
With fuch a one only I ever will marry, 
And my h(^ of true blils can hardly mifcarry. 
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IN TBE STTLB or 

MASTER THOMAS STERNHOLD, 
TOUCHING CRITICKS. 



JjLEST is the man, who, free from ftrifi^ 

Can read and write at home ! 
Enjoy an unambitbus lif^ 

Nor vainly wifli to roam 

II. 

Where finners jdy the grg' goofe-quH]^ 

In Critical Reviews ; 
Andverfe or profe, with dangerous fkjSlj 

Unfeelingly abufe. 

ni. 

Ungodly men! on mifchief bent I 

Who " fit in fcomer's chair," 
And, not to keep eternal Lent, 

On harmlefs authors fere. 
O 
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IV. 

But he who by his parlour fire 

■Right peaceably doth fit, 
Nor ever proudly doth aTpire 
To tread the paths of wit; 

-V. 
To criticks deaf as Scilly's rocks, 

'* Their doings will deride, 
*' And make them all as mocking-Hocks, 

" Throughout the world fo wide." 
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ATTERBURY, 

WHEK A 

WESTMINSTER SCHOLAR. 

>0/( the figure of JUDAS in the AStar-PUte, /aid- to be taiai 
from a •wclf-known ebaraSer, 



-T ALLERIS h3c tc qui pjngj fiib ima^ne, credisj 
Non limilu Judas eft tJbi — ptenituit.* 

■TRANSLATED. 

Think not by Judas thou art reprefented. 
Though Judas was a thief— yet he repented. 



t fevcre flroke of latire, conveyed 
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W OBITUM 

DOM. ELIZ. SHERIDAN, 

rORMA, VOCE, ATQOE. INGENIO, 

INTER ORNATAS ORNAT^SSIM^ 

■AB IMO AMORES ITA SUSPIRAT 

AMICUS. 



EHEU! ■EHEU! LUGEANT MORTALES' 
ZJA VERO GAUDEANT CCELESTES! 

DULCE3 AD AMPLEXUS, 

-SOCIANS JAM CITHAK£ MELO$, 

REDIT PERGRATA, 

EN! ITERUM SOROR; 

SUAVIUSQUE NIL MANET HOS/mNJS. 
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DEATH OF 

MRS. SHERTOAN, 



THE LATIN OF DR. H- 



OURE, every beauty, every grace, 
^ Which other females fliare, 
Adora'd thy mind, thy voice, thy fac^ 

Thou fairefl of the fair !— 
Aitiidft the general dilh-efs, 
Oh! let a friend his giief expreCs.' : 

Yet whilfl, alas ! each mortal mounu> , 
Rqoice ! ye heavenly Choir ! 

To your embraces ftie returns ; 
And, mth Iier focial lyre, 

Eliza* now refumes her feat, 

And makes your harmony compieat. - 

• Origiul " SoaoB." 



-.Google 



lAN IRISH GENTLEMAN-t' ' 

A CARD, 

KBCLINIHG AH INVITATION 
TO 

A CONVERSAZIONI. 



Saint Patrick's dean, though deaf, was Swi/tj 

I'm deaf, alas!, but flow: 
True wit and humour were his gift, ,Jj.^ 

Sut not my g^, yeu know. 

As well might tme that could not eat 

Attend your jovial cheer. 
As I difturb your higher treat 

Of wit, I cannot hear. 



t The late worthy Dr. DomviUe. 



L)ji,:'..i. Google 



C rg9 ] 



CONVIVIAL entertainment;. 



Jl HE Sheriff, to convene a county meeting. 
To genilemen and ckrgy fendeth greeting : 
Hinting in each a different Ayle of breeding. 
Of birth, of rank—- and elegance of feeding. 

But thofe that dine with *K will fee, delighted, 

In him thefe various qualities united; 

And find, as we this cheerfial day have done, 

The Gentleman and Gergyman in one; ^ ^ j^^af*- t/A^-*'*^'^^ 



^ ^ajd^^ 
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HEROICK LOVE: 



DON QUIXOTE anp SANCHO PANCMA;.. 

IN TBE BROWN MODNTAIH, 

(When tbc %uirc returned from im embaffy to Lady Dulcinea.) ' 



VVeLL, Sancho, I confefs indeed. 
Like a good fquire thou'ft made good fpeed:*' 
Come! footh my anxious bofom's void. 
And tell me how my love's employ'd. 
Is fhc intent on ftringing pearls 
To decorate her auburn curls, 
Or making up her Bruflels lace 
To Ihade' the beauties of her ftce ? 
Was (he amidit the myrtle grove 
Weaving the ftory of our love; 
Or, on a molTy bank reclin'd, 
Soothing with books her penlive.mind; 



*The joke wu, inftead of going three days joorney to T9bd» 
the fquiK letumed with the curate and badw. 
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The rofe and violet round her blooming, , 
With fragrant fcents the air perfuming? 

No, no ; I faw no pearls or rofes, 
- Or fuch fine things as you fuppofes : 
I found your fwKtheart winnowing wheat. 
All cover'd o'er with duft and fweat; . 
And, when I told her you were dyii^ 
For love of her, inftead of crying. 
The fancy Aut bepn to titter: 
But when I gave her your kind letter. 
She laid it down upon the fack. 
And faid, I'd better take it back : 
" For feith and troth !" the poor wench faid, 
" I never learn'd to: write or read ; 
" But if he longs to kifs my toe fo, 
** Let 'en come and do it at Tobofo." 

So, pleafe your worfliip, my good mafter. 
For fear of fome more dire difaAerj 
Let us no longer through thofe highlands. 
In qucft of governments or iflands, 
Or killing giants, idly roam, 
But mount our Aeeds — and travel home. 
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CHARACTER, 



!N THE MANNER OF CHAUCER: 



A. Wight there was, fcarce known I ween to &me,. 

Who day by day to Bathe's fem'd city came : 

Meagre, and very rueful were his looks, 

He feem'd as he had fed on naught but books. 

His old great coat, *' which he could ne'er fbrfake, 

** Hung half before and half behind his back." 

Full threefcore fprings had blolToni'd o'er his head,. 

Yet nimble as a roebuck was his tread: 

For, * in his youth he ne'er did heat his blood 

With liquors hot, or high and lufdous food. 

Therefore his age like frofty winter paft, 

Hoary, but hale ; and healthy to the h&. 

" What! walk to Bath, fir?" cries fome gouty mai^. 

•* No, fir, quoth he, I did not walk — I ran." 

* Sbakerpeare. 
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He ftroll'd about, and travers'd many a-ftreet: 
Eftfbons fome fnend or dainty nymph wou'd green: 
With fcornfid looks, by empty fops furvey'd 
By fcomful looks or Iheers, he iindUinay'd 
On matters deep, or mus'd « feem'd to mufe. 
Then made an halt, then read or heard the news ; 
Bought Tome old book or prim perchance, and then,. 
Smalt bujintfi done, he travell'd home again. 

- Such is the life of man, with bufy face, 
On triSes bent, he fh'olls from place to place^;. 
With various fcenes of happinefs amus'd. 
By turns applauded — and by turns abus'd.. 
To forrow's fchool fent weeping from the womb. 
Spends his fhort fpan— then haiten^ to the tomb : 
Life's but a morning's lounge, unlels confin'd 
To duty's path, and ufefitl to mankind. 
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APPROACH OF WDSTTERl 



AlAS! with what unwearied fpeed 

Revolves the arcling year ! 
Seafons to feafons ftill fucceed — 

Appear and difappear. 

The Spring, on balmy zephyrs borne, 
With rofes bloomir^ round ; 

The Summer deck'd with ears of com^ . 
With fruits the Autumn crown'd} 

Again are fled — and o'er the dawn 

Now murky fogs arife : 
The fun but ^ntly gilds the lawn. 

Then haflens down the fldes. 

The groves their leafy honours Ihed^ , 

No more their warblers fing; 
Each infeiS feeks his wintry bed. 
To wail returning fpring. 
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The plaintive Swallow now prepares 

To feek fome milder fliore ; 
A gloomy face all nature wears, 

And pleafure is no more. 

Thus fly the cheerful days of man. 
Dull cares his thoughts engage: 

Each.hour contrail his little rpan^ 
And hurries on Old Age. 

Wrinkles his brow, grey hairs his head. 
Sharp pains his limbs invade : 

His fpirits flag, his mirth is fled. 
And all his profpe£ts fade. 

From crowds, on airy projeils bent. 

Let me in time retire; 
. And, vf ith domeflick fcenes content. 
Enjoy my winter's fire. 

No more from flower to flower I'll rai^e, 

Sut wait in calm repofe ; 

- A torpid infect, till my change 

Some happier ftate difclofe. 

While thus tlie feafons reftlefs roll, 

And naught is conftant here, 
To endlcfs blifs Hope wafts the foul 

Beyond the ftarry fphere. 
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MARTIAL 

LIB. 1. EP. 10. 

AD LIBRUM. 

'Argilttanaa mavit habiUretabernaB; 
-CuiQ t3)i, parvQ liber, fcrtnia noltra vai 

IMITATED. 
TO HIS BOOK. 



OAFE in my defk, you wifli, it fcems, to go 

To fam'd Pail-Mall— or Pater-noftd--Row, 

And mount a Ihelf beneath the fplendid works, 

Which eternize our Sidneys, Lockes, and — Burkes. 

Alas! you know not thei^dious looks. 

With which bold Britons* now perufe new books. 

Ah ! never furc were criticks more fevcre : 

Even fchool-boyscrifp the- nofef and learti to fiie«'. 

' MaitU turba. -)- Nafum rhinoccrotis. 
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"Tho' fiiends applaud, you'll meet an harfticr doom, 
Hurl'd by th' indignant reader crofs the room : 
Yet, left your fportive ftrains, thus fcribbled o'er. 
My defp'rate quill ftiould blot ftill more and more; 
Through the wide world you wantonly wou'd roam- 
Well, go then,* but — you're fafer much at home. 



X I fuge, Ted poterae a 
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